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obstacles in the way of those who are trying
their best to get rid of this scourge. If the
alterations proposed are not satisfactory it
will not be long before Parliament meets
again, and further amendments can be intro-
duced. But the great point is to deal with
this matter efficaciously. It is no use sur-
rounding it with sentiment. If it were any
other disease such as smallpox, there would
be no trouble.

Progress reported.

BIhL-ELECTORAL ACT AIMEND'MENT.
'Message received notifying that the Assem-

bly had disagreed] with the amendment made
by the Council.

BILL-CURATOR OF INTESTATE
ESTATES.

In committee.
ResumedI from the 27th February; Hon, W.

Kingsmnill in the Chair, the Colonial Secretory
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 20, 21-agreed to.
Clause 22-Curator to keep accounts:
Hon. A. SANDERSON: This is a legal Bill

which I have not read. It seems a matter of
some importance, but I will accept unre-
servedly the assurance of the Ii~iister that it
is all right, and that there are no contentiouso
clauses in it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I explained
the provisions of the Bill three weeks ago. It
has been on the Notice Paper ever since. It
was discussed in Committee up to a certain
stage and a point was iaissd in connection
with one clause, and the debate adjourned to
enable a member to look into it. The Bill is
now under discussion in Committee for the
second time.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2.3 to 30--agreed to.
Schedule, Title--agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment.

Recommittal.
On motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARtY, Bill recommitted for the further con-
sideration of Clause 3.

Clause 3-~Iterpretation:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move an

amendment-
''That in line 1 of the interpretation of

'Distribute' after 'pay' the word 'deliver'
be inserted. "

This amendment is made at the suggestion of
the Crown Solicitor, who points out that when
there is only one person, the estate cannot be
divided. It is therefore necessary that the
word ''deliver'" should be inserted.

Amendment put and piissed, the clause as
amended agreed to.

Bill again reported with an amendment.

House adjourned at 8.54 p.m.

2Legielattve assenibLy,
Wednesday, 61hL March, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Choir at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For ''questions on Notice'' and ''Papers
Presented' see %Totes and Proceedings.''

BILLS (6)-FiRST READING.
1, Laud Act Amendment.
Introdluced by the Premier.
2, Dividend Duties Act Amndnment.
3, General Loan and Inscribed Stock Amend-

ment.
4, Stamup Act Amendument.
5, Totalisator Duty Act Amendment.
4, rreasury Bonds Deficiency Act Amend.

ment.
Introduced by the Colonial Treasurer.

BILLs-ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Council 's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee,
Air Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney Gen-

eral :in charge of the Bill.
New Clause--Add the following clause, to

stand as No. 6:-
Disorderly behaviour at meeting. (See Corn.,

No. 17 of 1911, Section l82e.)
6. A section is inserted in the principal Act

as follows:-
lS8b. (1.) Any person who, at any public

meeting to which this section applies, acts in
a disorderly manner for the purpose of pre-
venting the transaction uf the business for
which the meeting is held shall be guilty of an
offence against this Act. Penalty-Five pounds
or one month's imprisonment. (2.) This sec-
tion applies to any lawful public political
meeting held in relation to any election of
members of Parliament between the date of
the issue of the writ for the election and the
date of the return of the writ.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At present
we have no provision precisely on the lines of
the proposed new clause, which has been taken
from the Commonwealth Act. Under our exist-
ig law, if any disorderly conduct takes place
at a public meeting redress can only be had
under the Police Act. The proposed new clause
would bring our law into line with the Comn-
nionwealth law. I do not know that there is any
particular need for it, because within my re-
collection there have been one or two prosecu-
tions for disorderly conduct at public political
meetings. In one case arising at Guildford the
magistrate sent the offender to gaol for seven
days. Our Police Act deals with disorderly con-
duct in a public place, whereas the proposed
new clause narrows down the offence to dis-
orderly behaviour at a lawful public political
meeting. I do not know that I would suggest
the clause if I had to redraft the Bill again,
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but it comes to us from another place where it
has had due consideration.

Mr. 'Munsie: They must be anticipating some
trouble at the forthcoming Council elections.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I certainly
Bee no harm in the proposed new clause. It may
be said for it that it will bring the dlefinite
provision into the one statute. For these rea-
sons T move-

''That the amendment be agreed to"
lion. TP. WALKER: The Attorney General

practically tells its that the amendment is of
nol vsau, aidds, nothing to oury law's, and gives
no greater security. As a matter of fact I ob-
ject to this constant multiplication of so-called
safeguards. I do not think these provisions
should be distributed all through our statutes
insteadl of being dealt with, in one lawr. Again,
the clause as it stands is altogether too vague.
What is a lawful public political meeting? A
meeting for the adv-ocacy of advanced views
may be construed by some into an unlawful
public meeting. We have repeatedly seen that
in the past. At one time the advocacy of trades
unionism or of arbitration for the settlement
of strikes "-as scarcely regarded as being alto-
gether lawful. We are here asked to nmake a
distinction between the meetings which are
regular under the old order, and meetings
wiceh are right ahead of views entertained by
the majority. I cannot support the anmendment
until we have a definition of what is a lawful
public political meeting. Again, I want to
know what is meant by ''disorderly."' I have
heard meetings interrupted for the space of
many minutes by wild, hysterical cheering and
shouting in approval of something that has
been said. Yet that has not been held to be
disorderly. If one can show approvall by noises
without being disorderly, surely others also are
entitled to show disapproval by noises? Yet the
showing of disapproval in nois 'y fashion mnight
be considered unlawful, and uinder the pro-
posed new clause it would then entail
a heavy penalty. The proposed new clause
leaves it to a magistrate at all times
to decide against a 'num who disap-
proves of the p)roceedings at a meeting.
I do not desire to place in the hands of a
magistrate the power of determining what is
sane and healthy in public opinion, because
tie majority of people uinder excitement may
be wrong in the attitude which they adopt.
Dig crowds call become so madl that they will
give the sane and real thinkers of the comn-
munity no chance of expressing their views.
This legislation makes it possible for anyone
to have a man given over to the police. What
is the need of mnaking special regulations to
dleal with election time? All1 meetings ought
to be conducted openly and freely, and every-
one shonld have the right of free speech.
There ought to be no difference between the
two classes of meetings. It is true there is
some excitement at election time which dloss
not alway' s exist at other times, but we ought
to have more excitement then and we ought
not to curb it so long as it does not terminate
in physical violence. If people attending
meetings confine themselves in their expres-
sions of opinion to vocal utterances, I see no
harm in a little more warmth being allowed
at election time than at other times.

Mr. Smith: Do you believe in an organtied
gang going to a meeting for the purpose of
preventing the speaker from being heardt

Hon. T. WALKER: Does not the lion. men,-
her ask his friends and supporters to go to
his political meetings? If so, surely, as it
is a public meeting, the other side can ask
those who are united in opposition to attend.

Mr. Smith: Do you approve of an organised
gang going to meetings to prevent the speaker
from making his remarks?

Hon. T. WALKER: This does not touch
on that at all.

Mr. Smith: It does.
Boy. TP. WALKER: A gang cannot be

arrested.
Air. Smith : You call arrest the members of

thle gang.
Holl. T. WALKER: This deals only with,

the individual. An individual has a right to
express his disapproval as much as any other
individual has a right to express his approval.
It is childish to be afraid of public opinion.

Mr. Poley: There were men in thin State
who were afraid of public opinion dluring the
last conscription campaign.

Hon. 'T. WALKER: There always are men
who are afraid of public opinion. My con-
tention is that we ought to allow public senti-
muent to take care of itself, and not treat the
members of the public as children. We must
not make the police the arbiters of our morals
even in that respect. We want a healthier
spirit amonagst our people, but wre cannot got
that by police laws.

Mr. Smith: We want everyone to have a
chance of being heard.

Holl. T. W~ALKER: Undoubtedly. That
can only be dlone by cultivation of these senti-
inents oniongst the people, and this cannot
be done by police laws. By petty persecu-
tions we can embitter a certain section of the
comnmunity and nmake our meetings more
violent in consequence. Good sense, good
taste, and good teatnient of public opinion is
the way to cure the evil referred to by the
member for North Perth. it is already curing
itself. There were times when we had these
police laws in full force, and anyone who
opened his mouth in public, either on the plat-
form or in a public place, was watched by the
police and had notes taken of his remarks,
and possibly a prosecution followed. The
moment these laws became more or less obso0-
lete, we had a chance of debate and the public
an opportunity of expressing their views with-
out any serious interference whatsoever. Hadl
it not been, for the extremely exciting incident
of recent date, there would have been no legis-
lation of this kind.

Mr. Smith: Disorder at meetings has been
on the increase.

Hon. T. WALKER: Not when the hon.
member takes into consideration the great
provovation there was, and the fact that
the hnadquarteris of the Commonwealth is-
sued instructions that men were to be run in
who hadl committed no offence, and placed
on their trial for charges on which they
were cleared when the election was over.
When one considers all the provocation of
recent date one must admit that the public
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have been exceedingly calm. Thle people
have shorn a good temper, which is to their
eternal credit. To make the censor a -judge
of public opinion and to have him, eternally
watching our public meetings to see what
is going on is beneath the dignity of a civ-
ilised nation. It is not to be expected that
he can exercise proper df'seretion. This pats
people's minds and hearts against existing
institutions, and has a tendency to make
them disloyal and to set thenm against ex-
isting orders. I cannot therefore approve
of this provisiou in our legislation. We
have the matter covered alreajlr be our
lan-s on our Statute-book. It is time we
set our faces against this everlasting shakl-
ing of fists at the community and this at-
tempt to intimidate and humiliate thle peo-
ple. No people in the world have such a
sense of fairplay than those of Western
Australia. Leave them to that sense of fair
play without calling in the police and it ar-
ing these absurd regulations.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I wish to
read Section 54 of the Police Act of 1892
which governs the offence as it exists now-

Every person who shall be guilty of any
disorderly conduct on any street, public
place, or in any passenger boat or vehicle,
any police station or lock-up, shall, on
conviction, be liable to a penalty of not
more than Ten pounds for every such
offence, or to imprisonmient, with or with,-
out hard labour, for any term not ex-
ceeding six calendar months, or to both
fine and imprisonment.

This offence would comle within this section
as disorderly conduct within a public place,
and punishments have been made under that
section already. The clause proposed here
simply narrows the matter down.

Mr. MIJLLAN'Y: I intend to oppose the
inclusion of a clause such as this in the
Electoral Act, for the reason that I believe
the Electoral Act should deal solely with the
machinery for filling positions in the Parlia-
,ent of Western Australia. If sufficient

power does not exist under thle Police Act to
prevent individuals, or organising ganigs
fromt attempting to interrupt a speaker at
political meetings thlen the Act should he
amended to provide for that. Such an
amendment as this should not be allowed
to appear in the Electoral Act. Hon. maci-
hers will see fronm the wording of thle
clauses that they apply only to Parliamen-
tary election meetings held within the
State. This clause would not apply to .a
meeting held in connection with a conscrip-
tion referendum. If there is sufficient
machinery in existence to-day to deal with
important Public matters outside Parliamen-
tary elections, where is the necessity for
bringing into the Electoral Act provisions
for the punishment of persons endeavouring
to break up political meetings? We shall
be establishing a dangerous precedent if we
put into the Electoral Act what should ap-
pear in the Police Act. If we have not
sufficient power under the Police Act then
that is the Act which should be amended.
Nothing has taken place at elections to Jus-

tifv uts in including the proposed drastic
powers in this Bill. I am going to oppose
the amendment and I hope holt, members
will see the danger of permitting sue!h a
clause to remain.

Mr. PILKINOTO'N: I do not quite un-
derstand whly~ this clause has been suggested
by another place. If anything of this kind
is to be regarded as an offence at a political
m~eetinlg, then it shoulrd be regarded as an
offence at any meeting. It would be a dis-
astrous thing to suggest that we must make
something anl offence at a political meeting
which would not be an offence at any other
imeeting. It senms to me most important
that the liberty of' those who attend a meet-
ing to express themselves as clearly and vig-
orously as possible should be preserved, and
this should be the ease particularly at poli-
tical meetings. The clause appears to ine
to be a most strange one and I shall cer-
tainly vote against it.

M6. P[CKERING: Is there any provision
in the Police Act which permits of thle re-
moval of disorderly persona f rom public
meetings? Last Friday I attended a land
tax meeting and I sawv a man removed
merely'A because lie asked a question.

The PREMIER: I do not know why the
Electoral Act should be chosen for ant
amendment such, as that proposed by the
Legislative Council. I do hot know that
there is any ,nore likelihood to be disorderly
conduct at electoral meetings than any other
meetings. Already provision exists in the
Police A:ct for dealing with persons who do
not behave themselves at meetings and the
penalty inl the Police Act is greater than
that which the Legislative Council propose
to provide in this suggested clause. I do
not see that there is any need for the inser-
tion of this amendment and it is certainly
not warranted by reason of any disorder
which has taken place at our election meet-
ings. So far as I know they have always
been carried out in a most orderly manner.

Quiestion pitt and negatived; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Attorney
General, Hon. T'. Walker and Mr. Mullany
drew up reasons for not agreeing to the
amendment.

Reasons adopted, and a Message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

A'NNUIAt ESTIMATES, 1917-18.
In Committee of Supply.

Resiumed from the previous dlay; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Lands Department, Hon. Hf. B. Lefroy,
Minister; the Honorary Minister (Eton. F. E.
S. Willmnott) in charge of the votes.

Vote-Lands and Surveys, £46,131:
Hon). T. WALKER (Kanowna) [5.33]: 1

am not going to detain the Committee long,
but I want to make two protests. First of all
I am not satisfied with the Lands Department
being under what I may call divided control.
Howrever much the Honorary Minister and the
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Premier are in agreement, ii, the adininistra.
tion of tlhe office, one has to take the respon-
sibility for what the other does. It is more or
less outside the funictions of constitutional
governmnent, to have a responsible Minister
holding a portfolio and another 'Minister in anl
honorary cha racter, performing all the wvork,
or the bulk at least; the real 'Minister wlho
holds the portfolio of Lands being more or
less a rubber stamp, giving the signature where
the Statute requires it, hut in all other re-
spects leaving the administration of the
Lands Department to the Honorary Minister.
I do not th~ink this is altogether satisfactory,
more particularly when we know one of thme
Ministers is of rather an erratic disposition-
I say it with all respect. Hie is one of those
wlho governs his intellect b~y hlis feelings and
his brain is secondary to his emnotions. That
is a wrong method of guidance in important
departments of State like the Lands.

'Mr. Thonmson: This is pouring oil on
troubled waters.

Hon. T. WALKER: 1. do not know ,,,auy
more imuportant departments than the Lands.
The whole future of the State has to depend
on the management of our great public terri-
tory. [t is v-ery easy not only to formurilate a
wrong policy, but to so wrongl ' administer it,
that land settlement becomes a farce. It is
quite possible that ,nal-adrninistratien in this
public asset will drive people off the land in-
stead of inviting them to settle, and if ever
there was a time when we needed cool heads
and extensive brain capacity, it is no"w, for
never r"as there such a trying period in tlhe
Lands administration. A great area has been
practically left without any settlers at all
from the fact that men have gone to the war
and their farmas have been thrown into the
hands of the Agricultural Bank. We need
some keen brain to see how the full coause-
quences of that may be avoided or repaired,
and I estimate, if wre have two 'Ministers,
neither of then, giving as it were their con,-
plete attention to the mratter, one relying mnore
or less or, the other, we cannot have that care-
fulness of action and a well-defined policy.
Moreover, we are on the eve of having to do0
more, or trying to do moire, with our lands
than any past history has given us occasion
for. We will have by aud by not only our
own soldiers who h~ave left the land, but others
who have left other employment find their
former employment closed to then,, onl their
return, seeking to settle onl the land, and we
have given a general idea to all those whno are
fighting, that if we cannot do anything else for
returned soldiers we can at least settle them
on the land. We want more than an Honorary
Minister giving attention to a matter of this
kind. We want a strong man in that depart-
mernt devoting his whole time to it and taking
the frill responsibility for it, otherwise we are
going to have dissatisfaction of a strong
character. When our soldiers come hack-
and it is not only our soldiers, but if the
people of England, Scotland, Ireland and
Wales hare their way we shall have a flood of
immiigrants here seeking land-the returned
soldiers of these places will have their usnal
avenues of employment cut off from them.

Their tastes wvill have been altered in conse-
quence of what they have passed through inl
the terrible ordeal in which they are now en-
gaged, and they will seek for new homies and
niew ventures and doubtless wre shall have to
umakie provision for a large nsumber of them,
wvho wvill conme here. What has been done?
What has been, accomplished? We have it
flow presented to the Assenmbly that the lands
of the State call pretty well be neglected and
ignored. The responsible Minister can attend
to other funcetions and duties and a sort of
shadow brought in to do the work which is not
satisfactory. I enter my protest against A
systenm of management of that part of our
State which is to build the future of Western
Australia. I have one other protest to m~ake
and that is against the mnethod of the alppoint-
msent of Mr. King. I have not a word to say
against M.r. King personally. I have known
him for years and I know him, to hea a capable
and energetic public servant, bilt I wrant to
know how his came to get his dual position of
Surveyor General and Under Secretary for
Lands, not against all coeners because they
were kept out of it, they were not allowed to
make application for the position, but the
position was filled practically in secret. I
want to know what influence, bad AMr. Kim.,
that lie was able to get his owni ternis as to
salary and ail exalted position, to the depuriva-
tion of others who were applicants for the
p~osition. What sinister or other influence was
there at work? Had 'Mr. King friends in the
Government ? Was it a friendly act, or was
it anl obligation for some past service, or had
lie wornied himself into the affections of men,-
hiers of the i'Ministry, or were there even closer
ties than that?7 Was there any position of
blood relationship? I think the Committee should
know %chat were the motives that moved so
suddenly, without time for rivals to come into
tlhe fiefl, without any chance of othiers making
application, what motives led the Government

to this suddenness and to this favouritismn, for
it cannot appear in any other light? We have
passed a Public Service Act for the pur~pose
of preventing favouritism, to destroy the pos-
sibility of nepotism. The Public Service Act
was passed to prevent undue favouritisnm and
undue influence in the attainment of employ-
n,,eut of anl exalted and important character,
anud in that respect and perhaps only in that
respect is the Public Service Act important,
hutl the Public Service Act has beer, ignored
in this instance, it has been violated. The
public service has a strong grievance. In conl-
nection with every other appointment notice
must, by the regulations, be given, to the
public service. We have to see what In in
the public service are available, and we have
to give to all available a chance of applying.
These regulations have the force of law. I
,am obliged to say that this appointment has
the appearance of an actual violation of the
law of tHis land.

The Premier: Will the ho,,. gentleman say
how it is a violation of the law?

Eon. T. WALKER: By the omission to
advertise and call for applications. I know
that sometimes the Public Service Commis-
sioner may strain a point.
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The Premier: Does the hen, gentleman
mean to say that thle Public Service Coimis-
isioner violated the law?

Hen. T. WALKER: I say that by the fail-
sire to call for applications for this post, the
law was violated, undoubtedly.

The Premier: Will the bon. gentleman point
that out by a reference to tile Public Service
Acti

Hon. T. WALKER: It is the regulations
which provide for notification of the vacaucy
of any post, and for advertising such vacancy,
an d allowing time so that everyone fitted for
the post, or considering himself eligible for
the post, may apply. It is in that respect 1
consider the law has been violated. And I
want to know, wthy ? The imemnber for Guild-
ford interjected something to the effect,
"Was not Mr. TKiiig the best manl?'" I ani
not in at position to judge of that.

Mr. Davies: Rut thle Public Service Comn-
iiiissioner is.

lfeon. T. WALKER: No\t necessarily. I sub.
init that there were other men entitled to that
post, arid quite qusalified to fill it. There were
men who could have applied for the Surveyor
Generalship, men fully entitled to it by years
of service, men whose fitness for tho post can-
not he doubted. There were men who had
served tinder Mr. Clifton in the Lands De.
partment anid were fully entitled to the Under
Secretaryship of that department. What
motives were behind the Governmient inci-
dentally when, without advertisement, without
information to the public service generally,
these two p~ositions were conibined and MrI.
King got the dual position at precisely the
salary he asked for? T want to know how
these coincidences occurred, and what nmotiv-es
were behind them? It is idle to say there
wvere not nm fit for either one or the other
position; and I question very much whether,
when everything is considered, we have saved
money by making the dual appointment;
whether it would not hare beern more econom-
ical to take the usual course and appoint a
Surveyor General whose fitness could] not be
douibted and also an Under Secretary for
Lands whose fitness cold( not be doubted. It
is an injustice that those men, whose years
of loyal service-as so ably pointed out last
night by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle-entitled them to fair and just treat-
ment, should in this manner be deprived of
what may be considered their rights-rights
which they obtained when entering the ser-
vice, and which they have strengthened by
faithful performance of duty. That is not
thme way to get good service. It is a return to
the old days before the Public Service Act.
It is ignoring and putting aside that Act. If
the Act is to be disregarded, let uts do it
openly and frankly; let the Glovernment come
down with the necessary Bill and ask Parlia-
ment to repeal the Public Service Act. But
what right have the Government to treat the
Public Service Act as a perfect nullity, simply
because there is someone applying for a place
at a certain salary who is not only well known
to, but in some way has become ingratiated
into the bosom of, certain members or all the
members of the 'Ministry?

'rhe Minister for Mines: Do you suggest Mr.
King is a blood relation to all the members
of the Ministry?

Hon. T'. WALKER: No. I do not see how
he could be.

The Minister for Mines: I did not know
how far you were gig

Hon. T. WALKER: But is there any blood
relationship? I want to know that. It is a
phewnomlenon when~ such things canl happen in
this age, anl age in which we pride ourselves
onl government according to law, and in accord-
on-e witlh precedent, and with a strict sense
of honour anid responsibility.

Hon. JI. MITCHELL (Northam) (5.52]: 1
ali very- pleased indeed to observe that lion.
nmemrbers opposite realise that from the land
niust come our future prosperity. I have been
hopeful for the past 1S months that some act-
ivity would he displayed in preparation for
the time when men will come to settle on our
leads. The Ministry know that we have re-
patriation to attend to, and that we shall
have, in any ease, a considerable number of
mlers desirous of going on the land. The last
speaker pointed out that there is nothing for
them to do bitt go upon the land. In the not
very distant future some of the suburbs
arouind Perth will be more or less deserted,
because there will not be work to keep the
people in the metropolitan area. History will
repeat itself. Just as in Melbourne, a decade
or two ago, people were forced into the coun-
try to get what work they could, so the same
state of affairs will obtain here. Wer should
be prepared for it when it does come, Per-
sonally, I shall welcome the time when peo-
ple leave the cities to go upon the land. Rke-
patriattion is our responsibility: the honour
of thle State is bound up in this work. I wish
to see the question made a broad question. I
desire that a sufficient number of blocks of
first-class land-Government land as far as
possible-should be made available. My opin-
ion is that we shall get immigrants in large
numbers from the Old Country. The people
of the Old Country have made it quite clear
to uts that they are willing to emigrate to this
State; and I know the Wilson Government
made it clear to the people of the Old Country
that we would welcome them with both handfs
and be fully prepared to receive them. T
daresay thle present Gov-ernment bare re.
peated that intimation, though I do not know
it. -Now, what is the use, unless we are pre-
pared. of allowing these people to come here?
We know that when the tide sets this way-
just as it did in Canada-we must be ready.
In Canada settlement hung fire for 20 years,
just as it has done in this State; and just as
the tide of immigration eventually flowed to
Canada, it will flow into Western Australia.
Unless we are prepared, we shall have diffi-
culty in coping with the influx of people.
Some of our country is difficult to sturver,
and difficult to supply with roads and rail-
wars. Those are not things to be done in a
hurry' . For instance, we cannot hare surveys
(lone in the South-West during winter. The
work, however, must be carried out. What-
ever land is available near the railways, close
to the city of Perth. or about the hills repre-
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sented by the member for Swan, should be
cut up as speedily as possible. Some expense
will have to be faced in that connection, but
the amount will appear on the Estimiates. The
appointment of Mr. King to the dual position
of tinder Secretary for Lands and Surveyor
General has been discissed this afternoon.
First of all, I desire to protest against the
amialgamnation of the two offices. The dual
position is not workable. It was tried in
South Australia and, .1 understand, did uot
work well. If the present were all we had
to consider, then half a dozen appointments
could be rolled into one without any daonger
to the State. But the present condition of af-
fairs will iiot last. I hope the -Minister for
Lands intends to become active in land set-
tlemnent extending fromt the Kimnberleys to
the South-West. The whole work of settling
and developing our broad acres is on the
Minister and his deportment, and the Sur-
veyor Genei-al is the than who will hiave to do
tlhe greater portion of the work. I have
pointed out more than, once in this Chamber
that surveys must precede settlement and pi-o-
duction. And the surveyors must work under
the Surveyor General. His is a very big job
indeed. Notice has been given to-day of the
introduction of a Bill dealing with pastoral
leaseholds. Under the Act whichl we are
asked to amend, the Surveyor General must
be a member of the board to fix the rents.

Member: He must be the chairmian.
Hon. J1. MITCHELL: It is a most import-

ant task, because even in the North our lands
vary, and the rents are to be appraised] for
the next .30 years.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary 'Minis-
ter): Fifteen years.

lie,'. JI. M[TCHELL: No; 30 years, be-
cause under the Act rents can only be raised
to the extent of .50 per cent, at the end of
15 years. Therefore the appraisement will
be for 30 years. That is too important a ont-
ter, I think, to be entrusted to a man who
will be overloaded with administrative de-
tails. In such circumstances it cannot, I con'-
sider, bea done to s-atisfaction, The Under Sec-
retory for Lands deals with a great many
nmatters and troubles extendiiig over a good
many years. I suppose the lands Department
holds 60,000 leases current. Each of these
leases nieans work, quite apart from other
detail work connected with the business of
the department. That business is a very big
one, and I venture to say that Air. King will
he imainly engaged on wcork which could be
done, and ought to be done, by an under see-
retary. The member for Ranowna has re-
feried to the method of the appointment. It
was, at any rate, unfortunate, but T do not
think it was illegal. I believe that under the
Act the Public Service Commissioner can ap-
point without advertising positions; hut, still,
I think the procedure adlopted was unfortu-
nate, because the first position advertised
was to carry a salary of £600. The
applicants for that position knew
they were applying for a vacancy carrying
that salary. Mr. King, very wisely, I think-
and quite justifiably, I think, too-said, "I
am perfectly willing to take the position at

£804.'' Mrt. King apparently got the dual posi-
tion at £:804 without the other applicants for
the previous position, at the smaller salary,
being notified. The happening is, unidoubtedly,
unfortunate, and one which members may
rightly protest against. If the vacancy was
to be altered from one of £.600 per annum to
one of £:804, then, all applicants should have
had an opportunity of knowing it. But the
point I do not understand is what considera-
tions induced time Minister to decide in two
omr three days upon a dual appointment. Be-
fore causing to be advertised the vacancy of
Surveyor General, he musst have thought the
matter out, and must have determ~ined in his

owva mind-at least [ hope hie (lid-that the
one position Wvould not work. Having deter-
imilned that hie would have a combined Sur-
veyor General and Under Secretary for Lands,
somic explanation was needed for the change
of front in that short space of three days.
TIhe happening is most unfortunate because

ni like Mr. Canning and Mr. Gamin, as wrell
as other surveyors, have dlone yeomnan service
to the Lands Department during a time which
was a very busy one inideed--during the last
ten or 15 years-and their claims should noat
be passed over lightly. I have nothing at all
to say against Air. King. I know he is it very
excellent officer. Since the znemir for
Kanowna has asked how it is that Mr. Ring
has found his way into the hearts of the pre-
sent Ministry, let me say that there nxever was
a -Minister since I have been in Parliament
w-ho dlid not approve of Mr. King and bold
him is the greatest esteem.

li[on. T. Walker: But not to the extent of
sacrificing the lavv.

Ho,,. J. MITCHELL: But that is the posi-
tion. All those Ministers have recognised that
Mr. King has dlone very godwork. When,
some tinme ago, it was necessary to lend assist-
ance to the Public Service Commissioner Mr.
King, and an Under Secretary for Lands,
that is beside the mark. If the dual appoint-
nment does not work ire shall have to appoint
a Surveyor General, wTho will probably be 'Mr.
King, and and Under Secretary for Lands,
and so there will be no lasting economy. If
Mr. King he then appointed Surveyor Gen-
eral, the injustice will be vecry apparent, be-
cause I understand the Minister favoured
Mri. Canning when the position was merely
that of Surveyor General. These offices should
not have been, amalgamated, and I do not
think the amnalganmation will work. The per-
nianent hehid of the Lands Department will
have a tremendous amount of work to do if
hie carries out time wishes of the House; he
will have more than he will be able to accom-
plish. I realise that the Honorary Minister
has been in office only a very few months.
hoape he is going to become very active, and
that we shall have this country settled. The
Minister comes fiom the South-West, and so
ought to know something about that vast dis-
trict where we have so imany thousands of
acres of Crown, lands available for soldiers.
As the leader of the Opposition said the other
night, the future of Western Australia de-
p~endls upon land settlement. It is possible
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for an Honorary Minister to exercise absolute
control over the department. As Honorary
Minister I was for three years in charge of
the Agricultural Department, and my powers
were virtually those of the statutory Minister,
except that the statutory requirements of the
Act had to be complied with on infrequent
occasions. If my statutory Minister had said
to me, "NO, I am not going to put my signa-
ture to that recommendation of yours,'' I
would have said, ''Very well, IAr. Statutory
Minister, you can take over the job.'' We
cannot have two Ministers in the one job.
It is possible for an Honorary Minister to
give as good service am if be %%ere drawing a
salary.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is the first time an
Honorary Minister has been put in charge of
a department of such importance.

Honl. I. MITCHELL: That is so, bilt I do
not see how the question of salary can make
any difl'renee to the quality of his work in the
department.

The Minister for Railways: Did you not
have the Lands Department tinder Premier
ANloore?

lion. i1. MITCHELL: No, only the Agricul-
tural Department. I think the Premier said the
other night that the Honorary Minister was
working with him. If it is a dual appointment,
like the other dual appointment of Under See-
rotary and Surveyor General, I am afraid it
will not vork.

Hon. W. C. Anin: It is necessary to have
it a dual position, because we must have the
statutory rMiniister.

Honl. J. MITCHELL: Of course, but the
Premier will leave the Honorary Minister to dto
the work of the department, even to the sign-
ing of all butl very fewv papers which require
the signature of the statutory Minister. The
department will reflect the work of the Honor-
ary Minister and of ,'o one else. It cannot be
otherwise, because questions conme up from hour
to hour and have to he decided by the Honor-
ary Minister who is onl the spot and who can-
not be conferring with the Premier 20 or 30
times a day. In my experience there was no
trouble whatever about it. Mly advice to the
Honorary Minister is to bowl along and do
things, get the surveyors to work. The surveyors
have been idle for several yenrs. In point Of
fact, there are very few surveyors available
just now for the work of subdividing lands.
If every available surveyor in the State were
to he employed from to-morrow very little work
could be acconmplished, because there are so few
surveyors. I doubt if the Minister could get 20
capable men for the work. I have little more
to say, for it seems futile to discuss items so
late in the year.

Haon. W. C. Angwin: Some of the increases
require reducing.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There may he some
items to discuss, hut probably urfrnbers can
say all they desire to say about them in very
few words. It is impossible in the middle of the
summer, in the nith month of the financial
year, to deal satisfactorily with the proposals
now before us. However, I felt that I could not
allow the discussion to close without entering
my protest against the appointment to the dual

positions of Under Secretary for Lands and
Surveyor General.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Well, enter your pro-
test in a practical way by remaining and vot-
ing.

Hon. J. MlITCHELL: I think that appoint-
ment was a very serious mistake.

Mfr. MUNSLE (Hannans) (6.8] : Both
speakers this afternoon have dealt fully with
the appointment of Mfr. King to the dual posi-
tion of Under Secretary and Surveyor General.
But for this I would have dealt with the ques-
tion at some length. I thoroughly concur with
the protests entered by the member for Kan-
Owna (Hon. T. Walker) and the member for
Northati (Holl. J1. Mitchell). I do not know
what influences, if any, were responsible for
the appointment of Air. King, but I know that
had that appointment been made during the
regime of the Scaddan Government the then
members of the Opposition, together with the
Press of the State, would have placarded it
throughout the country as spoils to the victor.

The Premier: Why spoils to the victor?
Nir. TU'NSTE: I might ask why lion. minm-

hers now opposite always raised that cry when
our side were in power. Even if a man got a
job with pick and shovel while the Labour Gov-
ernment were in power, the cry went up,
'"Spoils to the victor.'' Here we have ap-
pointed to a highly paid position a gentleman
who, even aCeordilig to the Premier himself,
wasl not the most suitable for the post.

The Premier: No, no.
Mr. MUNSIE: Well, that is my interpreta-

tion of what was said. Mr. Canning was fav-
oured for the position of Surveyor General.
When ameinding the Land Act a little time ago
the Wilson Government, through the Attorney
General, called a conference of all patries on
the subject of what were known as the pas-
toral clauses. An agreement was arrived at as
to the amending of those clauses. The principal
objection raised to the Bill by the then Op-
position was the re-granting of those leases till
1948 without firet having a classification of
the lands. In deference to this the Attorney
General drafted a new clause which provided,
as pointed out by the member for Northam,
that the Surveyor General shall be chairman of
the classification board. If Mr. King is going
to attempt to cope with the duties of Under
Secretary for Lands, Surveyor General, and
chairman of that reclassification board, he will
be a pretty busy man for a few years to come.
Although Mr. King is regarded as a capable
surve ,yor, yet we have other men who have had
longer experience at survey work than has Mr.
King and n-ho might even claim to be more
capable at their work than is Mr. King. In
any case. Mr. King has not done any surveying
within the last 10 or 12 years. One wonld think
that the Dil most suitable for the position of
chairman of that reclassification board would
be the ,nnn with the most practical knowledge
Of Surveying.

The P remiier: No man has a more practical
knowledge than has Air. King.

Mir. MIINSIE: Perhaps so, but it was
gained a long time ago. For the chairman of
that board to give a fair decision it is neces-
sary that he should have some knowledge of the
iandl.
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The Premier: Mlr. King has an extensive
knowledge of the land; lie has been all over
the State.

Mfr. MINSlE: Hfis knowledge might be
even better if lie had been engaged in survey
work within the last 10 or 12 years. We have
had the admission by the Honorary Minister
(Ron, F. E. S. Willntott) that land settlement
has fallen off considerably within the past year.
In view of this, I desire to enter a protest
against the re-opening of the district land
offices, involving an unnecessary expenditure. I
will not say that those offices would not be
warranted if there was sufficient work for the
district officers, but when land settlement is
practically at a standstill, it is wrong for the
Minister to take a step which involves totally
unecessary exp)enditure.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MUNSIE: I wish to say a word or
two in regard to repatriation. My symt-
pathy goes out to the Minister controlling
the repatriation scheme, whether in this
Government or any other Government of the
Commonwealth. I realise the enormous task
that such a Minister has Ln front of him
with regard to the future reptariation of
our soldiers. So far as these Estimates are
concerned, I would remind bon. memhers
that the Minister gave us to understand
that there were very few applications for
land tip to date on the part of returned sol-
diers. That can readily be accounted for.
The men who are returning now are those
who are returning as a result of wounds or
sickness, and most of them are unfitted to
go upon the land. The applications for land
will, therfore, be very few indeed for the
present. I believe while the present system
of the indiscriminate repatriation of soldiers
is in vogue, that we will always have few
applications coming forward. I am abso-
lutely opposed to the repatriation proposals
which have been put forward up to date
with regard to the Nornalup Inlet. T do
not say this as in any way detrimental to
that part of the State, or the land at Nora-
alup, but I am opposed to this particularly
because of the lack of facilities for carry-
ing the produce to market. I have said in
this Chamber before that the Engineer-in-
Chief, when asked what the probable cost
of constructing a railway to link up the
Norualup Inlet with the present system
would be, gave his estimate as £200,000.
We know that we hare not £200,000 to
spend in building a Tail-way. 1. ant also of
opinion that there are other methods which
can be brought into operation more suitable
for the repatriation of our soldiers on the
land than the Nornalup Inlet proposition.

Mr. Thomson: What do you suggest?
11r. MUNSIE: I will tell the hon. mem-

ber directly. Even front the small commit-
tee which was appointed fronm this House
to dleal with the question of the repatriation
of five soldiers on the Riverton Estate, we
learned something. The evidence was very
informative. It does seem strange to me
that the departmentai officers who gave evi-
dence before that committee indicated that

very little bad been done in regard to the
repatriation of our soldiers on the land.
Mr. Ganm, the officer who has been ap-
pointed iii charge of the repatriation
scheme, put forward a suggestion to the
conmmittee-I did not know whether this ap-
pears in the evidence for I believe it was
said more in convrsation-that a classifica-
tion. of all lands within five miles of exist-
intg railways should be made at the earliest
possible moment. I understand that this
suggestion has heen sent on to the Minister.
I would like to go further than Mr. Gamin
and urge upon the Minister to take another
aspect of the case seriously into considera-
tion. I believe that Mr. Gamut's proposal is
only to have an investigation made with
regard to the lands which are at present
available to the Governmnt, such as re-
serves or Crown lands adjacent to our rail-
ways. T wish the Government to go so far
as to make a classification of all lands within
close proximity to our existing railways.

Mr. Thomson: With a view to resuming
them?

Mr. MUN\STE: Yes,. if necessary. Un-
doubtedly in the early days the best land
was taken uip. I do not desire to do any-
one an injustice who has land adjacent to
our railways, but from the evidence that we
had before the select committee it appears
that the Government have difficulties there
because imumediately inquiries are made,
particularly by a Government officer, as to
the suitability of land owned by private
individuals for the purpose of repatriation
up goes the price at least 5O per cent. This is
a question which the Goverinment will have to
take into consideration. I honestly believe
that they will have to adopt measures similar
to those introduced in the House four years
ago. The Treasurer tyants monney. One good
mDeans of getting money is through the land,
aind the systemn introduced hy the Labour
Govern"Int was a fair system. This was
that every owner of land was to he made his
own valuator for the purposes of taxation, the
Government having the right reserved to them
to resume such land for repatriation purposes
upon an increase of 10 per cent. on the taxa-
tion valuation.

Mr. ]3roun: A valuation has been made by
the Federal authorities of all agricultuiral
lands.

Mi-. 'MUNSIE: I am not in the least
slainied that private owners who possess land
which is wanted for repatriation purposes
will place too high a value on their land for
taxation purposes and by that means keep it
away front the Government, because T feel
sure that they will only put a fair value upon
their land on account of the taxation they
will have to pay. If an owner of land puts
a fair value upon his property, he will not
object, when the Government come along to
resumc. it at an increase of 10 per cent., ovec
and above his own valuation. I hope the
'Minister will consider this point of having a
classification made of all lanids) anid will go
so far as to get particulars showing the Pur-
poses for which the land so classified is souit-
able. Our greatest difficulty in regard to our
finances is brought about by the fact that our
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railways are not paying. '-Inch of this jq due
to our past land policy. The member for
Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell), who is known
as the breezy optiistA, so far as land settle-
ment is concerned, was quite prepared to make
all provisions for men to take up land any-
where in Western Australia, irrespective of
water supply or railway communication.
That wvent on for somie time, anl, although lie
obtained a considerable amiount of settlement,
thle State as a whole has suiffered ever since.
1 do contend that by getting this land classi-
flention there will to found to be ample room
for the settlement of thousands of people
along existing railways, without the necessity
of building another mile of railway. We must
hare our land settled if we are going to make
our railways pay.

Mr. Thomson: Why are not people on much
of this lanid already?

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not know why these
lands are not being occupied to-day, but I am
perfectly satisfied, and the lion. inber knows
this himself, that there are thousands of acres
of land along our existing railways, really
good land], which could he put to almost any
use and nn which there arc now probably only
one or two sheep running.

Mr. Harrison: Do you refer to the alien-
ated lands?

Mr. 'MUNSIE: There is no question about
that so far as the alienated lands are con-
cerned.

Mr. Thomson: J uwas referring to the other
class of land.

Mr. M1UNSIE:- One has only to go from
Perth to Bunbury to see thousands of acres
of fairly good land adjaceut to our railways,
upon which only a few sheep are running.
If we are going to make the State prosperous,
aid our returned soldiers happy and making
a living for themselves and their families, we
mnust get hold of land adjacent to our rail-
waysi and thle mnarkets.

Mr. Harrison: What is your method of
getting bold of such lend?

Mr. MUNSFE: My method is to mnake the
individual who owns the land his own
valuator.

Hon. P. Collier: Take it, of course.
M\r. Broun: I wish the Taxation Depart-

ment would take my property to-morrow on
ily valuation with 10 per cent. added; I wuuld
not be there long if they would do so.

Mr. M SE:The hon. member rgay have
had his land valued for him, and may not have
xalnied it himiself.

IMIr. Broun: At my valuation.
M fr, MNUNSTE: That may be too high.
Mr. Broun: ft is below that which is placed

on it by the Federal Department. They can
have it for 10 per cent. more.

'Mr. 3IUNSIE: Thousands of acres of land
are held by private owners in this State, and
w-hen these persons rc asked to put in their
land-taxation returns they value their land at
500 per cent. less than they would ask for it
if one wnt to buy it.

'Mr. Harrison: How do you figure it out?
'Mr. MUNSTE: We bad an instance in this

House in which a man valued his property at
£800 for taxation purposes. When the Gov-
ernment wished to resume it he asked £4.000

for it, This is not an isolated case, for there
are dozens of others of the kind.

Mr. Maley: The Commissioner for Taxation
would not accept that valuatida, surely?

.Ar. MUNSIE: He did accept it and the
owner paiid taxation upon it to that amount.
I dlo not say that the price at which the Gov-
ernment were prepared to buy it was the
correct value of the land, and believe that thle
valuation placed upon it for taxation purposes
was nearer thle mark. It is strange, in view~ of
thle condemnation of the proposal to settle
five returned soldiers onl the Riverton estate,
that when we comec to get the views of the
dlepartmnental officers placed] before the Comn-
inittee, we find that these officers know of no
better land in time mietropolitan area which
canl he obtained for repatriation purposes. If
that is so I hardly see why any objection was
raised to the repatriation of thle men on that
land. The Osborne Park estate was quoted
by one Government expert who said that it
was worth up to £60 an acre, but when asked
whether the land the Government had resumed
was better than the 60 acres of tbe Riverton
estate, he said he did not think so.

The PREMITER (Hon. H. B. tefroy-i
Moore) [7.48]: It is only right that I should
reply to some of the criticisms which have
been made regar-ding the recent appointment in
the Lands Department. The member for
Kanowna stated that the Public Service Act
had been violated and he also asked what
motives were behind the appointment. I can
assure the hon. member that there were no
motives behind the appointment other than
the interests of the Lands Department and
the public service. The Public Service Act
was not violated] and no favouritism was
shown.

'Mr. Holmnan: Why were not the recommen-
dations carried out in the first place?

The PREMIER: I will inform the House of
the whole position. After the lamented death
of the Surveyor General it was necessary to
look out for someone to fill the vacancy. The
Public Service Commissioner was asked to cell
for applications. These were invited and a
number of surveyors in the Survey Depart-
nment applied for the position. 'Mr. King also
ap.plied for the position.

Mr. Holman.- What n-as the salary men-
tinnedI

The PREMIER: The salary attached to
the office was £600. Applications came in.
I always had in my mind the advisableness
of avialgamating the offices of 'Under Secre-
tary and Surveyor General, and I talked the
matter over with Mr. Clifton. At that time
'Mr. Clifton was rUnder Secretary. He was
unable to fill the position of Surveyor General
becanse he was not a surveyor. Mr. Clifton
decided to retire from the service, and on his
retirement the whole position was altered. A
recommendation had been made by the Public
Service Commissioner that Mr. Canning should
be appointed Surveyor General. I returned
that reeommendation with this minute-

The appointment of Surveyor General is
an important one and the question is re-
ceiving careful consfideration at the hands
of the Government.
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In filling the position our desire "as to secure
the services of someone with professional and
administrative ability and I went on in the
minute to say-

Before definitely coming to a decision I
should like to see whether you could con-
sider the question of amalgamation of
offices of Under Secretary and Sur-
veyor General. We would ]be glad to
have your views on the subject. The
work of the department moves around these
two offices to such an extent that greater
efficiency might be obtained by co-ordina-
tion whereby all work would filter through
one head endowed with administrative and
professional ability. The settlement of our
lands is the most imilortant feature in the
permanent progress of the country, so that
nothing must be done to damage the pres-
tige of settlement in the State or to impede
settlement. Please think the matter over
and let me have your views. The district
officers should be made more use of and
this will be better done through an Under
Seeretary-cum-Suirveyor General.
Mr. Holman: It is a wonder you did not

think of that before.
The PREMIER: I had thought of it.
Mr. Holman: You kept it to yourself.
The PRE-MIER: I do not know- why the

lion, member makes an interjection of that
sort. I told the House that I had mentioned
the matter to Air. Clifton himself. It is no
new thing. The files which passed through the
hands of the two officers and the minutes
which O-ere built up simply appalled me, and
may opinion at the time was that if we could
find someone with administrative and profes-
sional ability to fill the two positions of Under
Secretary and Surveyor General, considerable
economy wvould be effected, and there would
be better administration generally. The
Under Secretary is really the permanent head
of the Department and everything must filter
through him. It was necessary for all
survey matters to be dealt with by the
Surveyor General and then they had
to be passed on to the Under Secretary.
All that, I consider, was loss of time.
I never mentioned to the Public Service
Commissioner the question of Mr. King be-
ing appointed to the positoin. The Commis-
sioner in a minute to me said that he had
considered the question while making his
recommendation for the position of Sur-
veyor General, but owing to the fact of
Mr. Clifton being so long Under Secretary,
lie did not wish to interfere with that poi-i
tion. He did not consider it would be wise
then to make a change of that kind. There
were several applications before him for the
position of Surveyor General and also the
application Of Mr. King. Mr. King had
made a condition that his salary should hie
£804,' and in making his recomm~endation the
Commissioner could not consider Mr. King
at all, and hie recomm~ended a man whom, he
considered was best fitted for the position.
Then when this new phase of the question
was placed before him he camne to the eon-
elusion that it would be better for the sake
of economy and in the interests of the de-

partinent to appoint an Under Secretary-
cnin-Surveyor General. Then of course he
had to look out for a man with administra-
tive and professional ability. He did not
consider that any of the officers of the
Lands Department who bad applied for the
position had proved their administrative
ability, but Mr. King was a man who had
clone so and consequently Ite recommended
Mr. King as best fitted to fill the dual posi-
tion. I never mentioned the matter to the
Public Service Commissioner, although I
know sonic criticisms have been made with
regard to this appointment. Only the other
day I asked the Public Service Conmmissioner
in iny office whether I had ever mentioned
to him the name of Mr. King and he replied
that I had not said a single word about it.
The matter was left entirely for the Coin-
mnissioner's recommiendation and his choice
fell on Air. King as being the candidate best
qualified to fill the two positions. Cabinet
thereupon approved of the appointment.
We know full well that in 1899 when I
chose Ma. King to fill the position of Un-
der Secretary for Mines, the Mines Depart-
nment was in a state of chaos. I did not
rest until I got an efficient officer there. The
appointment was made not because I was
personally acquainted with Mr. King. As a
matter of fact I knew very little of hint,
but I took the advice of those who did
know him. Mr. King had been on the gold-
fields filling the position of Chief Inspecting
Surveyor and the Goldfields people, know-
ing his value, advised me to try him in that
position. In two years the Mines Depart-
ment was brought out of a state of chaos
into a condition of perfect order, and Mr.
King has ever since filled ie position of
Under Secretary with satisfaction and
credit. The year before T left the Mines
Department the Mines Estimates were
passed by the House in 20 minutes, and that
was at a time when all the goldfields uiem-
hers were sitting in opposition to me. Noth-
ing but eulogistic expressions were made
with regard to the administration of that
department. It is to be remnembered too
flint the Mines Department at that period
was working at higher pressure than it had
ever worked in the history of Western Aus-
tralia. -,%r. King proved his administrative
ability, and I considered that if we could
conibinesthe two positions we should have
a man not only with professional, but with
administrative ability. When the recom-
mendation was made by the Public Service
Commissioner, Cabinet had no hesitation in
approving of it. Somec lion, members have
doubted whether Mr. King was really a pro-
fessional surveyor, but I can assure the Comn-
niittee that no man has a better record as
a profesionall surveyor than Mr. King. He
started surveying in this State in 1884 and
hie did a great deal of work on the gold-
fields.

Iron. P. Collier: You will find his initials
on pegs right out back.

Thle PREMWIER: Mr. King has worked as a
surveyor in different parts of Western Aus-
tralia. It was owing to his professional ability
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that lie was apjpointed thief inspecting suir-
vefer on the goldfields, an important position
in those days. 2embers know the large amobunt
of moey surveyors were mnaking in surveying
work in those days on the goldfields. Mr. King
was bead of the whole surveying work on the
gold~fields- There was mere surveying work be-
ing done on the goiddields then th~an in the rest
of Western Australia. Cunsequeiitly' , when the
ret-ominuation was made by the Public Ser-
vice (Conmmissioner 1 felt we-had in Mr. King
a man who hind professional and aduinuistra-
tive ability to fill the position. I feel sure he
will dlo credit to his position in the Lands De-
partinent, as hie has dlone credit to the position
hie held in the Mines Department. I had not
spoken to Mr.- Kig oin the matter before his
recommendlation, but when the rec-ommnends.
tion was miade I seuit for him andi said, ''Do
you feel sure you can tarry out the work?7'
ife suitd I' d o; I feel certain I can.'"

'Mr, Green: Every mil would be prepared
to say that.

The PREMIER: I know the niau well
enough to feel lie would not say lie could carry
out the work unless he could don so. The Lands
D~epartment wvanted a tier Man who wonld
place the affairs of the department in a better
condition than they are in to-day.

'Mr. 0 'Loghien: What about the Mines De-

The PREM] ER: The M.%ines Department is
in such excellent order, owing to the control
by mly friend opposite, and myself years ago,
and I feel sure that someone will be found
who will be able to carryv on the admninistra.
tion of thut department.

lion. P. Collier: Anyone could run it after
our termus.

The PRE~fiER: Someone will be found who
will hie able to do the work properly and give
satisfaction.

.%r. Holinan: Mfr. 'King was getting close to
the retiring age.

The PREMIER: I think Mr. King is 54 or
55 years of 1ge, and if he does five years good
work in the Lands Department he will do -well.
Another thing which is -most important in the
Landls Department, the Under Secretary should
have a thorough knowledge of the State; he
requires not only administrative ability but a
thorough knowledge of the country which he
has really to control.

M.%r. Lambert: What would his prospective
retiring allowance be?

The PREMIER: I do not regret in the least,
in spite of the criticism that has been levelled

atthe appointment of Under Secretary and
Surveyor General; I am certain it will be suc-
cessful. The work of the department will be
carried on better and more efficiently and More
economically. I mentioned particularly in mak-
ing the suggestion to the Public Service Coon-
mnissioner that I did not want the Lands De-
partment to lose prestige. If I thought it would
lose prestige I would not suggest the appoint-
mnt. If I thought land settlement would be
in any way interfered with I would not have
sugges4ted that these two positions should be
amalgamated. There has been this amalgama-
tion elsewhere, but that was not my only rea-
son for carrying it out here. I1 felt from my
knowledge of the working of the department

for 22 months intimately, that it Would be good
for the working of the department. The same
systeim holds good in other States of Australia.
I trust mnembers are satisfied that the Govern-
mneat have done the best thing possible in the
circumistancs. With regard to the violation of
the Public Service Act, the Public Service
Commissioner iiiade the recommendation, and
told mie it was unnecessary to advertise the ap-
peintient. lHe said the apjplicationis hail been
senct in anid he had selected this mna for the
piositioin from amiong those applicants.

Mr. Lamnbert: They ought to have known
there was an increase to £800 a year. The posi-
tion was originally advertised at £0600 a year.

The PIREMIER: No one would have been
.selected fronm outside the service to fill a posi-
tion of this sort.

Rion. '. 'Walker: There was an imposition
tinder different eircunstanccs.

The PREMITER: The Public Service Gem-
missioner knows his book very well. The hion.
member said] the Act had been violated, but he
has not shown where it has been violated. If
the hion. mnember had quoted the sections of the
Act then one might have been prepared to con-
sider the question. It is easy to say that the
Act has been violated, but one requires some
proof.

Hon. T,. Walker: There it is; it was a newi
position.

The PEMtIER: I ant satisfied it was not
violated. I wishi to clear up this point. The
Lands Department is now in the control of an
Honorary Minister. It has been Criticised on
that account. Why an Honorary 'Minister can-
not control the Lands Department as well as
a port folioed Minister I cannot understand. If
a member of Parliament is good enough to be
nn Honorary Minister he should be able to con-
trol any of the departments.

Hon. TP. Walker: The anomaly is in not
being able to fix the responsibility.

The PREMIER: The lion, member knows
that anl Honorary Minister has no portfolio,'
H-e bas to administer sonie department, and
come under a liortfolioed Ylinister. An Hon-
orary Minister lis been placed in charge of the
Lands Department. It would be impossible for
the Premier to be continually admini-stering his
own department and properly control the Lands
and Agricultural Departments. That was an
a rran gemnent made by myself with the ap-
proval of my colleagues. I am perfectly siatis-
fied the Lands :Department will be well admin-
istered by my colleague. I recognise full well
the importance of this great department. I
yield to Hio one in MY opinion as to the settle-
iment of land in 'Western Australia, and how
the Future of the country depeids on the settle-
ment of our vast areas. The thing is to induce
people to come lucre. We boast of our enormous
territor-v, but reeks and sand are not the
strengthi of a country. It is men who are the
strength of the country; it is uren we want. If
we get the country settled and create a yeoman
class that will be the pride of the country in
years to conic we will have done something.
The time is not opportune yet, but if we have
an opportunity in the future, with rhe assist-
ance of my colleague, I feel certain the settle-
inent of the land in the country will not suffer
at his hands or mine.
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Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [8.10]; 1 regret
to find in this department the promise fromt
the Treasurer with reference to eceonomy is
not manifest in any particular. 1f there is
any department in the State that is suffering
a setback on account of the war it is the
Agricultural Departnent. Yet, we find not-
withstanding the fact that the area under
wheat in 1916 was 1,734,000 acres in 1917 it
was 1,560,000 acres, or 167,500 acres less in
the one year.

Mr. 'Maley: I rise to a point of order. I
was speaking last night on the Department of
Agriculture and was not allowed to proceed.

The CHAIRMAN: The lion. member will
coinfine himself to the Lands Department.

Hon. P. Collier: If you rule the hon. mein-
ber out of order I shiall have to dissent from
your ruling. If a member may not refer to
the area of land under cultivation what may
he refer to? WVe are dealing with the Esti-
mavtes and the member was giving statistics
of the land under cultivation. If he Cannot
touch on that subject ad you rule him out of
order, I must dissent from your ruling.

The CHAIRMAN: I was endeavduvring to
give every latitude to members. I have be-
fore me tile Estimates of the Minister for
Lands, and the amount of money to be dealt
with in that department. I was endeavour-
ing to confine the debate at the present time
to the administration of the Lands Depart-
nment, and when we conmc to thle Department
of Agriculture to confine the debate to that
department. Mr. Maley has risen to a point
of order, because he was checked last evening
for debating the Agricultural vote.

Mfr. GREEN: I would not expect any
member who has any idea of the procedure
of the House to raise the objection which the
member for Greenough has raised, but I for-
give him for his inexperience. I want to
make clear the point I desire, and which
vitally affects the interests which the hon.
member who has interrupted me is supposed
to represent in this Chamber. The area of
land in one year under crop has decreased by
167,500 acres, and that being so we should
immediately recognise that there is no neces-
sity for an increase in the vote for the Min-
ister for Lands. We find, however, that the
vote for last year was £,44,315, whereas the
Estimate for this year is £49,780, or an in-
crease of £!5,465. 1 regret that the Treasurer,
who no doubt made his influence felt on
several of the departments, has evidently not
had the tinme to insist that the Lands De-
partment Estimates should be cut down in
accordance with the dwindling position of the
industry this year. If agriculture continues
to decrease at the rate of the past 12 months
we shall soon find it in a parlous condition. I
recognvise that the decrease is due largely to
the war, but I wrish to point out that from
1912 to 1916 the average annual increase ham
been 280,000 acres. Taking that legitimate
increase which should have accrued in normal
times, and adding it to the decrease, we find
that Western Australia now has 448,000 acres
less under wheat than should be the ease in
normal conditions. There is a decrease of
one-third of the country under wheat from

what we muight hare expected had there been
no "-fr.

Mr. Thomison: But you do not attribute the
whole decrease to the warl

Mr. GREEN: I hope it is due solely to the
war. If it is due to the natural development
of the State then the land of Western Aus-
tralia. is not all that we have been told it is
by the Country' party. I amn prepared to as-
cribe the decrease entirely to thle war. How-
ever, these have been unusual times; and-
to use the language of the deini-god at whose
shrine this gentleman offers up his prayers
-"'i this grave national emergency" it is
necessai-y for the Government of the day to
cut into the Estimates in accordance with the
decline of the agricultural industry. Yet we
find several large increases in this vote.

Mr. Thomson: W ould you favour a decrease
in the Mdines vote?

Air. GREEN: There is a deci-ease in the
Mines vote this year. The vote now under
discussion contains several matters on which
I propose to touch later. One of thoem mat-
tc,-s is the large expenditure at Bridgetown.
I have heard of Bridgetown, which is adorned
by the fact that an Honorary Minister re-
presents the electorate, in which the city of
Bridgetown-if city it be-flourishes. I shiall
be very anxious, however, to know hlow it is
that in this particular district of Bsridgetowna
there has been such an enormous increase in
Lauds Department expenditure. I regret
that the Premier was unable to convince mae
that thle appointment of Air. King to the posi-
tion of Surveyor General and Under Secretary
for Lands is justified. If an Under Secretary
is to be taken from another department, as
was done in the case of Mr. King, and placed
over the heads of men like Mr. Morris and Mir.
Canning, the effect upon thle staff will be to
make them feel that the Western Australian
Government service is not one in which a
man ought to give his best. The Premier
has heard ''whisperings from little birds.''
Let Inc tell the hon. gentleman something he
knows well-that if an appointment of this
character had been made by thle Labour Gov-
ernment, with certain surroundings to which
the member for Kanowna (Hfon. T. Walker)
has referred this afternoon-

The Premier: I think the hon. member should
state exactly what the surroundings are.

NIr. GREEN: The surroundings mentioned
by the member for Ranownia, who referred
to blood relationship.

The Premier: There is no blood relationship
it all; absolutely none.

MrT. GREEN: I am very pleased to hear it.
I trust there is no relationship by either mar-
riage or blood.

The Premier: You have no right to make
insinuations such as those unless you know
what you are talking about.

Mir. GREEN: I would like the assurance of
the Premier, so that the country may be clear
up~on the matter. I would like the Premier's
.assurance that dr. King is no blood relative
of his.

The Premier: Absolutely none.
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Mir. GjREE-N: I am pleased to hear it, and
I think I have done a service to the Premier
in coming to the point upon which--

The Premier: That would not affect the
position if lie unas a good mani.

Mr, GREFN : Quite so. But let us not side-
track the question. Throughout the country
there has been more than whispering, in sev-
eral quarters, regarding this appointment. It
has been said-I am not saying it, but it has
been said-that one of the reasons for Mr.
King's appointment is that he is a relative of
the Premier. We have had the Premuier's as-
surance that that is not the case, and I wil-
lingly accept the assurance.

The Premier. You used the words "blood
rel ation.II

Mr. GREEN: I understand, then, that Mr.
.King is a relative. That hardly alters the
position; indeed, it gives some reason for the
comnplexion which rumiour, spreading through-
out the country, has placed upon the appoint-
mnent. I have the very highest opinion of the
Premier's probity, as I have stated Oa several
occasions; and I do hot believe that relation-
ship had anything to do with the appointment.
Bitt, in the circumstances, the Premier of a
country requires to be particularly, caref ul to
see that thle conditions uinder which pnbliz
servants perform their work should aot be
disturbed by favours being extended to a re-
lative of the Premier himself. I want to
kaow what is the matter with Mfr. Morris?

The Premier: Mr. 'Morris is not a surveyor.
Mr. GREEN: Mr. Morris was the late

'Under Secretary's chief assistant, though it
is true lie is not a surveyor, However, I doubt
the wisdom of appointing a gentleman from
another department, with which he has been
conversant for many years, to an entirely new
department, and so pushing aside Mr. Morris,
against Whom no word has been said by thle
Premier, against whom Ito charge has ever
been nmade, who is absolutely one of the best
men I ever mnet in the Lands Department. I
always found that 'Mr. 'Morris could be ap-
proached on every occasion; and not only was
lie courteous, but he was able to grasp any
mnatter presented to him. r do not desire to
inention certain Under Secretaries by name,
but I say that Mr. Morris compares with them
as an electric light compares with a candle.
In the circumstances. I consider the overlook-
ing of M,%r. Morris's claims to be scandalous.
If the objection is raised that a surveyor was
wanted, how is it that Mr. Canning's claims
were overlooked? Mr. Canning is a surveyor
w-ho was in the department. In order to ob-
tain a surveyor, it was not necessary to bring
a manl front another department, seeing that
M.%r. Canning was already in the Lands De.

partnient. I amn satisfied that, notwithstand-
ing the conspiracy Of silenCe in. the Press withi
regard to the misdeeds of the present Govern-
mient, this matter will require a good deal of
clearing uip, and that in the immediate future.
Let tile Say, too, that the Honorary Minister
(Hon. F. E. S. Willmott) appointed Mr.
Gamin to deal with repatriation matters. I
have nothing to say against Mr. Gamin, who
is an excellent officer and who did excellent
work in the Industries Assistance Board.

[301

lion. F. E. S. Wtilnxott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Is he a blood relation of mine?

M,%r. GREEN: I do not believe hie is, but be
resided in the Honorary -Minister's electorate.
I did not wish to mention that circumstance,
but the Honorary Mipister has drawn it from
nile. In my opinion, the Honorary Minister
might have caused inquiry to be made whether
it would be possible to secure a returned
soldier to place in that position. There are
some thousands of returned soldiers in the
State, and if applications had been called from
amongst thetm in the first instance, and then
if no reliable mien had been available amongst
themu, the MNinister would have been justified
in appointing 'llr. Gamin. Bat the appoint-
ment of a returned soldier to Mr. Gamin's
p~ositioin might have been the beginning of a
systemi for the general employment of re-
turned soldiers in a department where sympa-
thetic treatment of returned soldiers and
knowledge of the requirements of returned
soldiers are absolutely necessary. Whilst on
the question of returned soldiers, let ime deal
briefly w-ith the question of repatriation. t
dto not propose to twit the Government with
not having donte anything for repatriation.
it is ensy to find fault, or to make accusa-
tions of neglect, in a matter of that kind. I
recognise that the scheme of repatriation will
require considerable time and work anti funds
before it can be brought into operation. Let
me sound a note of warning in connectiozt with
repatriation proposals. Let me sound that
note of warning by expressing the hope that
the land scandals in connection with repur-
chased estates which have occurred in South
Australia and elsewhere in the Est will at
least not be repeated in Western Australia.
I have before me a file dealing with the pur-
base of a portion of the Osborne Park estate
for repatriation purposes. I was the means
of having the file placed on the Table of the
House, and a perusal of it makes rather in-
teesting reading. Ini my opinion, it leaves
tle wisdom of the Government very much open
to question as regards this purchase of portion
of the Osborne Park estate.

The Minister for Mines: Another case of
blood relationship?

Mir. GREEN: No; simply of blundering.
In the first place, this land was offered to
Mr. Underwood, when an Hottorary Minister
in the Labour Government. A4 Mr. Pearson
saw Mr. Underwood on the 20th March, 1916.
The agents for the estate were Messrs. Lear-
month, fluffy & Co. As a result of the inter-
view betneen Mr. Pearson and the Hfonorary
Minister, the latter asked 3fr. Pearson to sub-
malt an offer of the estate in writing. This
was done by Learmonth, Dutfy & Co. on the
21st October, 1916. They offered the whole
of the estate, some thousands of acres, at £9
per nere. Let me mention that the vagarie-4
of the price while this particular firm dickered
with the Government from time to time,
showed that the agents were very anxious to
effect a sale, as they ultimately did, in spite
of the fact that the Premier at one perio'l
was dead againtst the purchase. We find that
on the 29th November, 1916, Learrnonth,
Duffy & Co. made a definite offer of 135 acres
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in the estate at £11 5s. per acre, representing
a rise of £2 .5s. on the price at which they had
previously offered the whole estate. That
increase 'in price is perfectly understandable.

3kA'iat strikes me about this file is, not that
certain portions of it have been withdrawn-
such is not the case-but that there are in the
correspondence voids wvhich suggest that
nunmerous telephonic messages have passed.
Without tlhis theory it is impossible to under-
stand the difference in attitudes adopted by
the department. I'n the compilation of a file
there should be a record in writing of every
step in the transaction. On the 15th February
the company c-aie along with ant offer of 1-32
acres at £15 per acre.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Was that the samne land?
Mr. GREEN: Practically the same; be-

cause the officer in charge of poultry had in-
sisted that the land required for the prposes
of poultry and pig rearing should be dry land
and not swamp bottom. It was offered for
£1.5 per acre. On the same day, this was
recommended by one of the Under Secretaries
for consideration. Upon that the Advisory
Board, consisting of Messrs. Robinson, Cook,
and Connor, were asked to inspect the land.
The board did so and furnished a report,
from w-hich f give only a few excerpts, as
follows:-

After inspection the board is of opinion
that the situation of the land is suitable
for poultry farming and pig breeding, if
acquired at a reasonable rate, hut consider
the price asked for it is excessive, and fur-
ther, that it is more than doubtful as to
the probability of any returned soldier, un-
less specially qualified, making a living
thereon, as there is no swamp whatever.
The board is of opinion that the offer of
the whole of the vacant land in the estate
at a much reduced rate could be secured,
and it would be prepared to recommend the
piurchlase of .3,000 acres if a definite price
not exceeding £7 were fixed, as the land
contains a good deal of swamp and so wrould
afford the means for a more satisfactory
scheme. The board cannot recommend the
present proposal at the price named.

They recommended that the whole of the
estate, including some swamp land, should be
purchased at £7 per acre. We find that
Messrs. Learmontbi, fluffy & Co. were prepared
to sell the whole of the land at £7 per acre;
and they pointed out that from 191.0 to the
31st July, 1916, they had sold 1,727 acres of
this estate at £E29 per acre. We would expect
fromn that, if the Prem~ier had followed the
advice of the experts sent out to inspect the
land, that his recommendation would have been
to purchase the l.and at £7 per acre, or that
a price somewhere in that vicinity should be
offered for 135 acres, or whatever he consid-
ered necessary.

The Attorney General: Was not that £7
for the whole of the estate of some 2,000 odd
itcrest

Mr. GREEN: Yes, the hoard sent out to
inspect the land recommended that, in order
to embrace some of the swamp land, it was
advisable to purchase the whole of the estate.

Hon. F. Ei. S. Willmott (hionorary Mfinis-
ter): Was it not for poultry farms?

)Ir. GREEN: And for pig raising.
The Premier: No, not pigs.
lRon. P. E. S. Willmnott (Honorary Minis-

ter) : Read the file and you will see that the
poultry expert emiphasises the fact that it is
land hiigh and dry.

The Premier: You cannot keep pigs and
poultry together.

Mir. GREEN: I am not going to be side-
tracked by the Premier, who probably has not
read the file, although lie has signed it in two
p~laces. No man in his sane moments would
have put is signature to two entirely opposite
propositions if he had perused the file. When
this shatter wait presented to tlfe Premier-

The Premier: lie turned it down.
Air. GREEN: Yes, and he said-

The larger offer cannot be entertained at
present, but I wish the portion inspected
by me, in company wvith the Hon. J. 3%it-
c-hell, and Mr. Veryard. -M.L.A., to hold
good if at £7 per acre.

That "-as exactly the proposal of the board.
The Premier continues-

Since tlse inspection referred to, the Min-
ister for Works has informed me that the
Railway Department holds a block along the
line between Subiaco and West Subiaco.

And so it goes on. The Premier continues-
This might be obtained for selling to re-
turned soldiers.

On the recomnmendation of the Premier the
proposition wats turned down. The Premier
proposed that the smaller area should be pur-
chnsed if possible at £7, but he did not pro-
pose to purchase the whole of the estate.

The Premier: That is not the area picked
out eventually.

Mr. GREEN: Of course it is. Then, with-
in a couple of days, the Premier jumped Jim
Grow% and paid a munch larger amount. The
next communication is from Messrs. Lear-
msonth,' Duffy' & Co., dated the S0tb May, as
follows-

Re Osborne Park estate. We hereby
accept your verbal offer.

There is no communication of any kind in
writing l)etween the Governent and Lear-
month, Dluffy & Co. from the time tbe Premier
signed his minute stating that he was Only
prepared to take a small portion at £7 per
acre. Evidently there had been a few tele-
phonic messages.

The Premier: No telephonic messages.
M.GREEN: What was the verbal offer

which the company was prepared to take? If
there is anything calculated to create sus-
picion in the minds of the public it is that
a file should be incomplete.

The Premier: I rather think a letter passed.
Ifr. GREEN: There is nothing on the file

to show% that any letter passed.
The~ Premier: I know that I knocked them

down £2.
Mr. GREEN: if this was the best bargain

the Premier could mnake, I would not trust
him to go to market to buy cabbages for my
household. The letter from Messrs. Lear-
month, Dluffy & Co. ran a" follows:-
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WVe hereby accept your verbal offer of
this morning for £12 per Acre for 124 acres,
lots 45 to 59 inclusive.

In answer to that the Premier wrote--
I accept Messrs. Learmouth, Duffy & Co.'s

offer.
That was on the 30th M.%ay. The company in
the first instance offered a portion of the
estate at fLU 53. per acre. Then they came
down to £7 per acre for the whole of the
estate, and finally they landed the big fish at
£:12 per acre. I think the company is
to be congratulated, but I am surprised
that the Premier should have allowed
himself to be hoodwinked in the matter.
What explanation has the Premier to offer?
The acreage concerned is somewhere about
the acreage previously asked for. At all
events it is within Iwo or three acres of
it,

'rhe Premier: Oh, no.
Mr. GREEN: I await with interest the

explanation of the Premier.
The Premier: I cannot explain-
'-fr. GREEN: If the Premier cannot ex-

plain, to whom else shall we turn?
The Premier: I cannot explain because I

cannot speak again on the general discus-
sion.

Mr. GREEN:4T I think the Committee
would be prepared to hear the Premier by
way of explanation. I am dissatisfied.' I
am not imputing any motives to the Pre-
mier. There has, however, been a lack of
business acumen manifested throughout
these pages. Within a few days the Pre-
mier turns down any proposal unless he can
get the whole of the 2,000 acres, and the
incidents which I have related in connection
with the turning down of this property and
its subsequent purchase for £12 an acre re-
quire an explanation. I wish to warn the
Ministry to be very careful in regard to
the re-purchase of estates for repatriation
purposes. It is so easy for a scandal to
arise over matters of this kind. During the
brief time when the question of the repur-
chase of estates for repatriation purposes
has been before the Chamber this session I
have had placed before me evidence--
though 1 am not in a position to prove the
facts-which shows that there have been
times when people have tried to force the
Ministry to go into certain schemes which
wonld hare been of immlense benefit to the
promoters. T trust that some explanation
will be forthcoming on tbis particular point.

The PREM\IER. (Hon. H. B. Lefrov-
'Moore) [S.471: I thought it had been the
practice in the past on the general debate
upon departmental Estimates that members
could only speak once.

Hon. P. Collier: So it is.
The PREMIER: I am informe&. by the

Chairman, however, that I may speak again.
The hon. member tried to impress upon the
House the idea that there was something
under-handed in this business.

Mr. Green: I say it was a bad business,
that is all.

The PREMIER: There was a block - of
land of some 2,000 acres in extent offered to

the Government for repatriation purposes.
When I went into the Lands Department
and the question of repatriation for soldiers
was first mooted applications came in from
people from all parts of Western Australia.
1 had piles of them in front of me. Every-
one was patriotic, and had land to sell at
a big price. The people said they would not
sell their land at such a low price but for
the fact that it was suitable for returned
soldiers. I turned these applications down
one after the other.

Mr, Mfunsie: I suppose they were the in-
dividuals who carried flags on their motor
cars.

The PREMIER: With regard to the land
in question I consider that the price asked
wvas too high. There is a poultry school at
Subiaco, and the people there were anxious
to get sonic place on which the students who
had been trained there could be placed. In
company with the poultry expert of the dle-
partaient, several returned soldiers visited
various parts of the metropolitan area, and
at last found a patch of land at Osborne
Park which they considered an ideal spot
for poultry raising. The expert said it
was just the right sort of coun-
try, for on this land green stuff could
be grown and there was a swamp on either
side, whilst the ground itself was dry for
poultry. WKe offered to buy, I think, tOO
acres for a poultry farm. I said that if the
people would let the laud go for £7T an acre
I would buy it. That was the price put on
the wpole area. They replied that they would
not accept £ 7 an acre for only 100 acres out of
the 2,000, and considered that the patch which
had been picked out contained some of the
best of the land in the estate. I think it was
some of the best of the land. I visited the
block in company with the member for Nor-
tham (Hon. J1. Mitchell), the member for
Leederville (Mr. Veryard), and an officer of
the Lands Department. Sand does not appeal
to me, but on the assurance of the poultry
expert that this was just the place for poultry
farming we negotiated for the purchase of
the block. At first, the owners wanted £14
an acre and said they could not give the best
of their land for £7 an acre. That was only
reasonable. I said I wanted it for less, and
offered £12 an acre and told them that the
offer only remained open until that afternoon.
During the afternoon the owners accepted the
offer of £:12 an acre, though it had been
valued, I think, at £E60 an acre by some peo-
ple.

Mr. Harrison: Was there any road com-
munication with this larid!

The PREMIER: There was a good niae-
adninised road running right through the
block. That is what appealed to us. Thmers
is a swamp on either side of the block, and
we knew from that fact that water could
easily be obtained. Hon. members know that
if we take the best land out of 2.000 acres
it is worth considerably more than the whole
block would he worth, I do not know why
hon. members are so fond of thinking that
there is some hanky panky business going on.
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Hon, . C.~ Angwin: We had that sort of
thing for five years train members Opposite
wlen we were in offee.

The PREMIE R: I have never charged li.
mtemibers opposite with any such thing.

lion. P. Collier: 'You are suffering for seine
if' thle sins of your colleagnes.

Thle PREMIER: I have never charged any
Ihon. member of the Rouse with any error
uinless 'I had clear proof. I am not going to
hit any man beloW the belt, and Will give
every inan credit for- honesty of purpose until
I find out somuething to the contrary.

Mr. Green: An explanation is a fair thinlg.
The PREMIER: When the hoa. member

finds out that in any of my actions there is
not honesty of purpose, I will give hint full
permission, if lie has the facts and the truth
of the matter, to proclaim them froia thle
housetops.

.Mr. Green: I ant not imputing any bad
motives to the Premier.

The 'Minister for Works:, Yon used the word
suspicion.''
The PREMIER: The hon. member used the

word "suspicion." Everything was abso-
lutely above board, mnd everything was done
that could he done to get the land as cheaply
as possible. Let the hon. member pitt the
people who sold the land into the witness box
so that they may give sworn evidence, and
it will then be founrd that there was nothing
of the sort that hie imiputes. going on. It is
ridiculous for lion. members to make state-
nints like this. It is an insult to the Com-
mittee. I do not look upon it as an instult to
me because my conscience is clear. It is also
an insult to the Government of the couintry.,
I regret that the lion. mnember thought fit to
make use of such expressions.

Hion, W. C, Angwin: We had to snffer in-
suits for five years.

The PREMIER: I~t does not raise the posi-
tion either of the country or of the respon-
sible Governmnent of the country. The mbin-
her for Northamn will be able to tell the House
that everything was fair and above board.
He was a colleague of mine at the time.
Neither he nor I was a party) to such action
as is imputed to us by the member for Kal-
goorlie.

MAr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [8.56]:- I would
like to say a few words by way of explana-
tion. I cannot allow the Premier to say that
I imputed to him any charge of dishonesty,
but I wvould be failing in my duty if after a
perusal of this file, in which it is stated that
the Premier on the 11th April said he was
against any further payntent than £7 and]
within a few weeks agreed-

The Premier: Seven pounds for the whole
2,000 acres.

Mr. GREEN: Or that portion of thle 2,000
acres.

The Premier: Not that portion.
Mr, GREEN: Yes. T am prepared to Walk

out of Parliament to-morrow if the file doei;
not show that the Premier on the 11th April
said that he was prepared to give £:7 an acre
for that portion of the estate which was ey-
amnined by hint and the member for Northain.

The Prentier:. If yen wanted to sell ate a1
horse I might offer you V7 for it to start With.

Air. GREEN: On the 30th _May, £12 was
agreed to and titere, is nothing on the file to
show that any correspondence took place be-
tween those clays.

'Pli Premier: . cannot account for that.
'Mr, GREEN: That aldaission having been

mnade by thle Premier Iconsider I ant within
my rights, not as. an insult to the Contmittee,
in asking the Premier for an ex-planation to
Riecount. for this big discrepattey.

The Prenmier:. You Want more than an cx-
pla natio n.

Mr. GREE'NT: -No member of this Chamtber
would ectarge the Premier with wvant of lion-
osty, but some people ma13 go rou~nd and try'
to work a job on the Premier, knowing itis
transparent honesty.

Point of Order.
Flon. P. Collier: We ought to knowv where

w~e are. I' thought the leader of the House
night be permtitted to mnake an explanation,
hut we ought to stop there. I submit that
no member may speak more than once in the
general discussion on the Estimates.

The Premtter: I thought that ltad been the
general practice.

Thle Chairman: For the information of tite
Commtittee I will read Standing Order 386a,

N'otwithstanding thle provisioits Of StaInd-
ing Order No. 872, no nmenmber (except the
Minister, who shall htave the right of reply)
sitall speak more than once during (a) a
general discusion on the whole of the Esti-
mnates held on the first vote, (b) a general
discussion on thle administration of one de-
partment held nit the first vote of that de-
pattont. In both cases the reply' of the
Minister shall close the debate. In all
other cases the rulea of debate in Commnit-
tee of the whole shall be maintained.

As it seems that we are dealing only with
the vote of the Minister for Lands, no mem-
ber cait speak mtore than once, under Stand-
ing Order 886a.

The Preitier: I helieve that sonle years ago
the Standing Orders Committee franted a new
Standing Order, reading as follows--

Notwithstanding the provisions of Stand-
ing Order No. 372, no member (except the
Minister, who shall have the right of reply)
shall speak more thtan oncve during-(a A
general discussion en the whole of the Esi-
mates held on the first vote. (b) A general
dliscussion on tlte administration of one de-
ltartanmt held on the first vote of that de-
itartment. In both eases the reply of the
Minister shall close tie debate. In all other
cases the rules of debate in Committee of
the whole shtall he mtaintained.

We have been holding a general discussion on
the adaministration of the Lands Department.
It is well that we should know exactly where
-we are. Thought I bow to your ruling, Mr.
Chiairmnttl, I hold that the Standing Order is
perfectly clear. We have been holding a gen-
eral discussion on one department, and that
departmtent is the Lands Department. In that
discussion no member can speak more than
once except tite Mfinister, who has the right
of reply.
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The Chairman: Last evening Mfr, Pickering,
in discussing the vote of tile Minister for
Lands, referred to items under the 'Minister for
Agriculture. I thought it was generally under-
slood last night that the debate was to be con-
fined strictly to "'Lands and Surveys,'" and
rhat the vote of the Minister for Agriculture
would lie dealt with at a later stage. Ever since
then I have endleavoured to confine this discus-
sion to ''Lands and Surveys." I thought it
was ny duty to give every lion. niemnber the
right to speak more than once. We have been
dealinig with this particular Department of

~ands and Surveys, which dloes not cover the
whole of the Minister's votes.

lon. TP. Walker: lUnder Your ruling. Sir, the
debate would be interminable. Therefore, un-
less you see fit to alter your ruling, Sir, I think
it will be necessary to test the feeling of the
lRouse. The Standing Order appearing between
pages 78 andi 79 is perfectly clear, It has al-
ready been read by the Premier. Under that
Standing Order we debate this vote as if it
were the second reading of a Bill.

The Chairman: How does the hon. mnember
construe paragraphl (b) of Standing Order

Hon. TP. W~alker: I eonstrue it that wve have
been discussing generally one or more or all of
the features coming tnder the administration
of the Lands Department.

T-on. W. C. Angwiu: The division is 'Lands
,ii,1 Agriculture.'"

lIon. TP. Walker: It would embrace both, so
that wre can discuss hoth; but each member
who desires to speak can speak only once. This
is of the nature of a second reading debate. It
is just a similar application to the departments
of the principles which we apply to the gen-
eral discussion onl the Estimates. The general
discussion on the Estimates is like the second
reading of a Bill; each mnember is entitled to
speak once and no lucre, except the 'Minister,
w-ho has the right to reply at the termination
of the debate. Then, when we get to items, we
change the order; that is to say, any meumber
can. speak as often as bie sees fit.

'Plie Minister for 'Mines: We go back then
to Standing Order R72.

H~on. T. Walker: T remember the introduc-
tion of this supplementary Standing Order. It
was introduced for the purpose of limitation
of debate onl the general Estimates and on the
Estimates of departments. It was made a
special provision, so that there should be only
one speech delivered by the particular speakers
upon the administration of the department. We
have not yet reached the items; we are only
dliscuissing features of the general admninistra-
tion of the departmnent; and whilst we are dis-
cussing those features, only one speech can be
delivered by each speaker. As soon as we have
finished and have got to the items, then any
member ean speak more than once, but not un-
til then. If you see the force of what I have
said, 'mr. Chairman, which is the correct his-
tory of the Standing Order, I will not put the
mlatter to the House; but if you still persist
that in the general discussion on administra-
tioa a member has the right to speak more than
once, then, for the purpose of putting the mat-
ter in order, I shall have to dissent from your
ruling.

Mr. Pickering: When the Minister intro-
duced the vote it was said rhat he was dealing
only with the Lands Department and not with
the Agricultural Department. I think the opin-
ion of members generally was that we were
speaking only on "Lands'' and not on ''Agri-
culture.''

lon. T. Walker: That might be a amisunder-
standing.

31r. Pickering: In that case, we have still
the right to speak on the Agricultural Depart-
I lnt.

Thle Prentier: Even if the twvo were comn-
billed, the same position holds good.

M.%r. Pickering: It was distinctly laid dowvn
by the Minister in introducing these Estimates
that we were dealing only with the Lands De-
partment, and not with the Agricultural De-
partment.

Mr. Holmnan: The misunderstanding has
arisen from the fact that those departments are
not controlled by one -Minister, but by three
M\inisters. We have first the nominal MYinister
for Lands, who is the Premier. Then we have
the Honorary -Minister. Mr. Willmott. After
that there is another H-onorary Minister, Mr.
Baxter. 'hen I was discussing these particu-
lar Estimates last night I dealt with the whole
department controlled by the portfolio Minis-
ter, the Premier. The very reason why the new
Standing Order was introduced wvas to prevent
members from speaking generally on the ques-
tion wore than once. '[he decision given by yen,
Sir, onl the first occasion wasw in accordance
with the Standing Order; upon that there can
be no doubt. A member can speak only once
generally ois these Estimates. The Mfinister
for Lands did not speak himself, but spoke
through the Honorary Minister, n-ho has no
standing in the matter at all, any more than
has any other hon. member. That is how the
mnistake has arisen. Once a member has spoken
on the department generally, there is no pos-
sible chance of his speaking again, either on
the Lands Department or on the Agricultural
De partment.

Mr, 'Maley: The Chairman ruled me out of
order.

The Chairman: I all extremely sorry. I
should like to make my position as clear as
possible, and then, if the member for Kan-
owns thinks my contention unsound, and will
place his dissent in writing, I will refer it to
the Speaker. My contention is that if the
debate has taken place on the two votes
''Lands and Surveys'" and "Arcltrl
generally, paragraph (b) of Standing Order
386a. will apply. But I contend that, as we
are dealing only with A portion of the vote
uinder discussion, members have the privilege
of speaking more than once. If the member
For Kanowna, or any other bon. member,
thinks r am not right, let him state his dis-
sent in writing, and I shall refer it to the
Sp eaker.

Mr. Holuman: In the first place, M3r. Chair-
nian, will you tell us who is the Minister for
Landsl

The Chairman: Mr. Willmott is the gentle-
man in charge of--

Mr. Holman: It does not matter who is the
gentleman in charge. Will you tell us, Sir,
who is the Minister for Lainds?

751
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Tine Chairman: The Premier.

Dissent front the Chairman's ruling.

Hon. T. Walker: I shall merely move-
''That this Committee dissent from your

ruling."
The grounds of that dissent I shall now state.
The Chair has by some inat~ertenee, con-
strued the debate as one appertaining only to
the Minister for Lands or the Lands Depart-
mient 'If we look at the heading of the Esti-
mates we fiad that the division is headed
''Lands and Agriculture." Neither the Chair,
nor any hon. member, bas a right to make an
artificial division between these two, ''Lands''
and "Agriculture,'' and to say that they are
two separate departments. They are separate
in administration, I admnit; but for the pur-
pose of discussing the Estimates they are one
department-' Minister for Lands and Agri-
Culture.''I That is to say, the conjunction
''and'' joins ''Agriculture'' with ''Lands.''
The Premier is the Minister in this House
who is Minister for Lands and Agriculture.
He is assisted by an Honorary Minister-or
by two Honorary Ministers, as it has been
p)ut by the member for Murchison. But the
Premnier is the responsible Minister. We are
discussing his departnment-the department
here characteriseud as "Lands and Agricul-
ture.'' You, Sir, for some reason fell into
error. I admit that the Committee generally
fell into the same error, and that you were
not alone in the mistake. For sonic reason or
other you, Mr. Chairman, have separated these
two, ns though ''Lands and Surveys'' were a
separate administrative department and "'Ag-
riculture"I another separate administrative
department, whereas for the purposes of this
debate they are only one. We have discussed
the general Estimates, and we are now dis-
cussing division 10 of tine Estimates, and
therefore we are not discussing an item. Will
you, 'Mr. Chairman, take that point into re-
memubrance? We are not discussing an item;
we are generally discussing the first vote, which
permits us to survey the whole of this section
of the Estimates, Under that every member
is allowed to allude to any portion, either of
the Lands Department or Agricultural De-
partment. If there has been any slip it
is the fault of the Chamber not having
grasped the significance of paragraph (b) of
Standing Order 386a. There can be no double
mecaning to that paragraph (b), which sets
oot-

Notwithstanding the provisions of Stand-
ing Order No. 372, no member . . . shall
speak more than once during a general dis-
cussion on the administration of one depart-
mnent held on the first vote of that depart-

mient.
This is a discussion held on the first vote of
the'Department of the Minister for Lands and
Agriculture, and no ieniber can speak more
than once. You having ruled to the contrary,
I desire to submit the motion.

The Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman: I have to report that when
the Conmnittee Came to the vote "Minister

for Lands and Agriculture,'' the discussion
which began last night centred around "Lands
and Surveys.'' It was generally understood
by the Comnmuittee that the debate should
be Confined to " Lands and Suvy,
and the Committee intended, as I un-
derstood, to deal with the vote ''Min-
ister for Agriculture" separately. As thle de-
bate proceeded, I gave more than one mem-
her the right to speak twice, believing that
the whole of the vote, which covers two de-
partments, namely "Lands and Surveys"~ and
''Agriculture generally," was not under dis-
cussion, but that it had been divided, The
member for Kahiowna has objected to my rul-
ing. I quoted Standing Order 386a ,para-
graph (b), and the member for Kttnowna con-
tends that amy construction of paragraph (b)
is wrong. Therefore I am reporting the mat-
ter for your decision. If the debate had taken
place on the two votes "Lands and Surveys''
and Agriculture generally,'' paragraphb (b)
would have applied, but as we were only deal-
ing with ''Minister for Lands'' I contend
that every member had the right to speak
muons than once.

-Ron. T. Walker: The distinction. made by the
Chairman of Committees between ''Lands''
and ''Agriculture'' is not borne out by the
heading of Section 10 of the Estimates. We
are not discussing the first vote; we are dis-
cussing ''Minister for Lands and Agricul-
ture.'' The responsible Minister for Lands
and Agriculture is the 'Minister wvho controls
the department, and the two branches are
tinder the one heading in the Estimates. I
contend that paragraph (b) of Standing
Order 386a, applies. The reasons given by the
Chairman do not alter the force and applica-
tion of that paragraph which has been quoted.
If for convenience of debate a line had been
drawn between ''Lands'' and ''Agriculture''
and they had been made for the purposes of
debate two separate and distinct departments,
and it was desired to confine tie debate en-
tirely to ''Lands'' and to exclude ''Agricul-
ture,'' no would still be discussing the first
vote on the Estimates of ''Lands.'' There-
fore, paragraph (b) would apply equally. So,
whether we divide ''Lauds'' and ''Agricul-
ture'' for the purpose of debate, or treat
them as one, I contend you cannot allow mem-
hers to speak imore than once.

Mr. H1olnian: I contend that the point of
order raised by the member for Ran owns is
correct. It n-ill be remembered that in 1913
this question was raised in the House, and
owing to the fact that more than one decision
was given by the Chairman of Committees,
the matter was referred to the Standing Orders
Committee. After a considerable amount of
debate that Committee brought dowin new
Standing Orders to prevent needless discus-
sion on the various departments. The ques-
tion hns been ruised as to the right of memn-
hers to speak tnwice on the one department.
There is no possibility of getting away from
thle fact that there is only one Minister in
charge of the Departments of Lands and Agri-
culture, and that Minister is Mr. Lefroy. If
hon. members will look on the cover of "Han-
sard'" they will find a list of the portfolios
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held by 'Ministers. According to that list Mr.
Lefroy is Premier and Minister for Lands
and Agriculture. The Honorary Minister (Mfr.
Williaott), who introduced the 'Estimates of
this department, had no more right to do so
than any other member. It is an impossibility
for the Premier to delegate the right which
is his to introduce Estimates to an Honorary
Minister, any m ore than anl hon. member has
the right to speak twice in Committee on the
Estimates onl the geimeral debate. W~hen I was

speakinkg onL the two departments last night,
the Prenmier shoined that hie was anxious to
curtail the discussion by rising to a Ipoint of
order en a question to which I was referring.
I knew at the time that I bad a per feet right
to speak oni Lands and Agriculture. There
wvas no desire whatever on my part to delay
proc-eedings. If the ruling is given against
time nmnmber for Ranowna hon. members will
have the right to speak on every sub-depart-

mnent as manny times as they desire. The oh ject
lins been all along to prevent needless die-
cussi on.

Hon. .1. MNitchell: I understand that the
hon. member coatends that these Estimates
must be spoken to ats one department. That
is wrong. Suppose the Minister for- Lands
were Minister for Lawv, the Committee could
not discuss Lands and Law together.

Hon. T. WValker. Of course not, because the
Estimates would not be together as these are.
Look at the heading and you will see that
''Minister for Lands and Agriculture'' is a
setion of the Estimates.

Hon. J1. M1itchell: These are two distinct
departments7 "Lands arid Surveys'' and
''Agriculture Generally.'' In the past they
liave always been kept separate and that prac-
tice should still be followed.

Hon. P. Collier: I hope the House will not
became confused by dealing with the two
points at once. Members have to decide now'
whether they are to be permitted to take part
in a general discussion on the Agricultural
Department, but I submit we need not
take that point till we come to it-
The only point to be decided at pre-
sent is whether, under Standing Order

1a.paragraph (b), a member may speak
more than once on a general discussion.
Tt does not matter. The point of order
raised by the member for Kanowna. (Hon. 'V.
Walker) is not affected in any way by the
contention of some members that they
should be permitted to speak again to0 the
gencral discussion on the Agricnltural De-
partment. The point clearly is that no mem-
ber is entitled to speak twice on the gen-
eral discussion of a department. We have had
a general discussion on the Lands Department.
Whether or not that includes the Agricuil-
tural Department is a point we can decidle
later on.

The Attorney General: I rise to support
the contention of the member for Eanowna,
hut from a different point of view from that
taken by the member for Murehison (Mr.

lmman). The Premier holds the portfolio
of Lands and of Agriculture, two separate
departments. We have one Minister control-
liog two departments. 'We hare chosen to

take the one department, that of Lands, first,
and the Standing Order 386a. (b) says that
"'A general discussion on the administration
of one department held on the first vote of
that department-in both cases the reply of
time -Minister shall close the debate.'' If it
were otherwise, the discussion that has
taken place during the last six or seven
hours, including last evening, has been all
in vain, because several members were
called to order for attempting to discuss the
Agricultural Department and we were con-
finled to the Lands Department alone.

Hon. P. Collier: Whether the two depart-
ments are one or separate does not affect
the validity of the point of order.

The Attoirney General: That is so, but
the Committee has been discussing this do-
partinent as if it were the Department of
Lands. The portfolio covers thme two de-
pnrtmiets. that of Lands and of Agricul-
titre, but we are now dealing solely with
the Department of Lands, and the Standing
Orders say that when dealing with the one
department we shall speak only once. I say
with all dime respect that the Chairman of
Co mmittees was quite wrong in his ruling.

Mfr. Troy: On the facts I should say the
Chairman may be technically correct, but
that his ruling is against time practice and
against the Standing Orders. Having put
these v-otes separately the Chairman may
be justified in saying that lie is right tech-
nically, but I do not think we should allow

atechnicality to interfere with the sense
of the Standing Orders.

Mr. Pickering: If the rumling holds good,
Imow wvill it apply when we conmc to ''Col-
onial Secretary and Minister for Educa-
tion" or to "Attorney General and Minis-
ter for Industries''l All these are sep-
arate departnments, but if it be ruled that
we have discussed both Lands and Agricul-
ture. how will the ruling stand wheni we
reach these other departments?

Mr. Speaker: The Chairman Of Coamm11it-
tees has ruled that a meumber is allowed to
speak twice on Lands and Surveys. To
that ruling the member for Kanowna has
taken exception and moved

That the Coamnittec dissents from your
ruling t-hat a nember umay speak snore
than onco on the general discussion of the
first item of a department,

The hon. member says, ''In the general dis-
cussion''" and he is relying onl paragraph (b)
of the Standing Order 386a. which reads as
follows:-

A general discussion on the administra-
tion of one department held OIL the first
vote of that department-in both eases
the reply of the Minister shall close the
debate.

I: have not heard the discussion, but I am
informed that there has been no general dis-
cussion on Lands end Surveys and on Agri-
caulture,' and that members have been rnled
out when they attempted to discuss Agricul-
tu re.

Mr. Holman: The point was raised last
night against me, but 1 was not ruled out.

Hon. P. Collier: Others were.
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.Mr. Speaker: if the general discussion
haes been allowed on the Lands and Surveys
.ad on Agriculture as well, then p)aragraph
(b) would apply, but if the discussion has
hinged on Lands and Surveys alone, it can-
not apply.

Hon. T. Walker: It has been a general
discussion.

Mr. Speaker: I am informed that there has
been no general discussion on the Agriculture
Department.

Mr. Holman: I discussed the Agriculture
Department mainly when I spoke last night,
and the Premier raised a point of order
against me.

Mr. Speaker: I have been informed that
Agriculture has not been permitted to be dis-
cussed by the Chairman of Committees. If
that be so, there has not been a general dis-
eussion, consequently paragraph (b) will not
apply.

Hon. T. Walker: May I put the matter
clearly? There has been ai misunderstanding.
It has been understood that these two depart-
ments were separate departments. The im-
pression has been conveyed that Lands was
a department and that Agriculture was an-
other department, and that a general discus-
sion could take place en Lands, and that
afterwards a general discussion on Agricul-
ture could be held. That has been the under-
standing of the Committee, and it u-as so
understood by the Chairman. He has confined
the debate in some instances, not in all, to
Lands. We have been discussing the first
vote that appears in the Lands Department.
The Standing Order reads-

A general discussion on the administra-
tion of one department, held on the first
vote-

That is what characterlsess it as a general
discussion. Once we get past the first vote,
we are in Committee, but on the first
vote of a department, the discussion is always
general. The Chairman may have made a This.
tike in permitting it, but that does not alter
the Standing Orders; it is his mistake. On
that first vote the discussion is general, and
we have been regarding it as general, al-
though perhaps not quite general enough he-
cause, uinder the impression that they are two
departments quite separate, the Lands and the
Agriculture, it has been sought to confine u's
to Lands as distinct f rom Agriculture.
Whether the Chairman has been right in de-
limiting it or not, does not affect the Stand-
ing Order. It is an injustice done to tile
Committee to limit the debate and leave out
Agriculture. Tf your ruling is right, it is the
fault of the Chairman.

.%r. Speaker: And the fault of the Commit-
tee for allowing it.

Hon. T. Walker: I, a way, yes; but that
dloes not alter your ruling that on the general
discussion of the first vote a member can speak
only once.

Mr. Speaker: If T have been correctly in-
formed], a general discussion on Agriculture
has not taken place.

lon. P. Collier: The point of order arose
through the desire of some members to speak
twice on Lands and Surveys, not on Agricul-

ture. I. wish to remove any conception you
muay have that this point has arisen through
the desire of members who have already
spoken on Lands and Surveys to again speak
on Agriculture. The point has arisen through
members claiming the right to speak more
than once on Lands and Surveys, not on Agri-
culture. It is that which makes them so
clearly out of order.

Mr. Holman: The Chairman of Committees
called on department No. 10, Minister for
Lands and Agriculture. The department
without doubt has been, placed in the hands of
the Honorary Minister who has no standing
as Minister for Lands. Although he may be
looking after the department, hie has no more
right to speak twice on this question than
any other member of the Committee.

Mr. Speaker: I an' not dealing with that
question.

Mr. Holmnan: But that is the question I am
dealing with. Is that not the point of order9

Mr. Speaker: I have another point of order
with which I. am now dealing.

Mr. Holman: But that is the point of order
raised, that membbers have a right to speak
again generally on Agriculture. I an, endea-
vouring to point out that no member of the
Committee has a right to speak twice oa
Lands and Agriculture. Who is the Minister
for Lands and Agriculture? the Hon. H. B.
Lefroy, and he has no right to delegate his
powers to anyone else.

Mr. Speaker: As no discussion has been
allowed to take place on Agriculture, para-
graph (b) of Standing Order 386a cannot
apply because the general discussion has not
taken place. It has not under those conditions.

Hon. T. Walker: Mr. Speaker has been
wrongly informed

Mr. Holm~an: The few remarks I made last
night dealt solely with the Agricultural de-
partment.

Mr. Speaker: I have given my ruling.
Mr. Holman: The point has not been raised.

I refuse to accept the point.

Dissent from the Speaker's ruling.
Hon. T. Walker: If that is your ruling,

Mr. Speaker, I must askc the Rouse to dissent
from it. It is no use having Standing Orders
unless we can have them applied. Not to go
over the grounds again, I wish to make the
point perfectly clear. Your information has
not been, full and compete. You have ad-
ruitted that you have not heard the debate
and therefore cannot judge. There mnay have
been a misunderstanding, a very logical rea-
son for misunderstanding because hitherto in
every debate in this House, as long as T can
remember, the Lands have been treated as
one department and Agriculture as a separate
and distinct department. The Lands Depart-
miut has been discussed generally and Agri-
culture has been discussed generally. That
you will find hr reference to fl~ausard.''
They have been treated as distinct and sepa-.
rate departments. The argument is main-
tamnable when one department is under one
Minister, uinder section 10 of the Estimates,
where we have a Minister for Lands and
Agriculture, but it does not matter whether
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for the purposes of debate we take Lands and
Agriculture as one or two departments. If
we take trem, as one department we are still
discussing the first vote and that first vote
pernrits of a general discussion, inclusive of
agriculture. But if the Chairman of Coin.
mittees, the 3Mister in clharge, and members
of the Committee are under a mistaken (-on-
ception that it is not one, but two depart-
meats and confine the general discussion to
the Lands Department, then the rule applies.
If Lands are taker, as one distinct and sepa-
rate department and Agriculture another arid
we are discussing the first vote of the Lands,
it is a general discussion and no member can
therefore he allowed to speak more than onc.
Even though Lands and Agriculture be taken
as one department, and through a mnisunder-
standing o'r the part of tire Minister, the
Chrairman of tine Committee or members of
the Committee, it does not alter the force of
the Standing Order which no speaker or mnen-
her can over-ride. It is still thne first item of
the depnartmnent. however, wrongfully the
Chairman of Committees may hove prevented
discussion. It is still a general debate and
still mnemblers are oinly allowed to speak once.
That does not prove we have got to the items.
We wore on the general discussion. We dis-
cussed all round the compass, and ire should
have been allowed to go muich further if we
had wished. Whatever members wished
could have been brought forward in relation
to the Lands Department.

Mr. Speaker: Was agriculture discussed?
Hon. T. Walker: Yes, by certain members.

'Tie point was raised every time, not because
the Chairman of Committees believed we
were dealing with itemrs, hut because the
Chairman of Committees like many other
members, believed that the Lands Department
alone was being discussed, and that Agricul.
tirre was a separate department-not a sepa-
rate itemi-and that we should have a separate
discussion on the vote for the Agricultural
Department. Whether we consider this one
department or two we are still on the general
discussion and on it no member can speak
more than once. We are not speaking to the
itenis ))at to the first vote of the department.
Tf there has been a limitation it is not a de-
parture front the Standing Orders, hbnt be-
cause it was so understood that Agriculture
was a separate department and that there
would be a general discussion when we
reached Agriculture. T move-

''That M.%r. Speaker's ruling be dissented
frrm.''
Mr. Money: T second the motion. I think

a inisconception has arisen beeause the depart-
ment has been treated as an item. The dif-
ferent votes in the department are not adldel
together; there is only one amount given.
There is on the one page, Lands and Surveys,
,and Agricultnre-two on the one page. The
whole trouble has arisen through the depart-
anent being taken as an item.

The Minister for Mines: Would it
not be better for the question to be
put to you, Sir, whether there are
two departments or one? Tf you rule
there are two departments, that of Lands and

of Agriculture, there is no reason to dispute
your ruling. The Chairman can then resume
his seat, the discussion can continue generally
on the Lands Department and we can deal
with items and when the new department
comnes along, if you rule there are two depart-
merits, there can be a new discussion on Agri-
Culture. I do not think there will be any
necessity to proceed with the motion to dis-
agree with your ruling if as a first step you
give a ruling as to whether there are two de-
partments to be discussed.

Hon. AV. C. Angwin: The practice has been
to only have one general discussion on a de-
partmient. I want to point out that if the
lion. member 's suggestion is carried out that
there are two departments and the Opposi-
tin desired! they could keep members here
till Christmas because mrembers could speak
as oftenr as they liked. They could speak on
the general discussion of both departments
and their on the items as often as they pleased,
beeause the Chairman has ruled that mem-
bers can speak more than once. If we bad
been sitting here in normal times this is the
best thing that could happen for an Opposi.
tion, and I think we ought to have taken the
leader of the Opposition to task for taking
this matter tip. The Governnment ought to
have taken the point. Still the leader of the
Opposition has given his guarantee to assist
the Governmentnas mnuchr as possible. I would]
like to speak twice myself.

The Minister for Mines: If the Speaker
rules that there are two departments there
can be only one speech for each member on
the general discussion of this department.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If that has taken
place here I think there ought to be a general
discussion on Agriculture. To-night members
have clairmed to speak twice in the general
discussion on Lands and Surveys. I have not
known it before, but I wish to say again that
if it is so it is the best thing that could hap-
pe n for an Opposition.

MrI. Draper: In my opinion the point of
order taken by the menmber for Ranowna
is perfectly correct, and the decision de-
pends entirely upon what a department is.
There seems to be some confusion because
the Minister for Lands is the executive
officer, and it may be thought, therefore, that
there cannot be two departments under one
executive officer. The question of an
executive officer is quite distinct from
the question of the departments urader
his control. There are six executive
officers provided by the Constitution
Act, but there may be 12 departments.
It is perfectly clear from the Standing
Orders that where we have departmental
Estimates discussed we can only speak once
on the general discussion. The Department
of Lands is one department and we tan

Only' speak once on that, but the Department
of Agriculture is another department. Both
these departments may be under the one
executive officer.

The Minister for Mlines: As in the case
of the Railways and Mfines Departments.

Mtf- Draper: The question is as to what
constitutes a department, and has nothing
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to do with the executive officer in charge of
the department. The Estimates show that
there are two departments, and therefore we
can only speak once on the genera! discus-
slotn upon either of these departments.

The Premier: I should like to be able to
assist you, Sir, in this matter, and would be
loth to see your ruling disagreed with. We
must have been discussing soething, and
what we have been discussing since last even-
ing has been the Estimates of the Lands
Department. It was generally recognised
that we were discussing these particular
Estimates. Whether the Chairman put the
vote on the first item or not does not mat-
ter. we were discussing generally the Lands
Department Estimates. If on the general
discussion of the Lands Department Esti-
uites hon., members were allowed to speak
as often as they liked there would be no
end to the number of speeches. This new
Standing Order was brought into operation
a few years ago in order to prevent this
repeated discussion on departmental Votes.
WNe were discussing the first item of the
Estimates of the Lands Department, and we
must start with a single item. It has been
the customi here for a long time past that
lion. members should not address themselves
to the Chair more than once during the gen-
eral debate on the departmnental Estimates.
The Committee was on the gencral debate
of the Lands Department Estimates. It mat-
ters little whether it was the Lands Do-
partnment and the Agricultural Department,
or whether it was the Lands Department
alone. The same thing applies to the one
as to the two combined. I was under the
impression, after I had spoken once on the
Lands Department Estimates, that I could
not speak again, but was allowed to do so.
Following upon that another lion. member
desired to speak.

Hon. P. Collier: Your remarks were more
by way of a personal explanation.

The Premier: I asked the Chairman if
T could be permitted to speak, and be re-
plied that T could do so. A point of order
was then raised by the member for Kan-
owns. The whole spirit of the Standing
Orders is to prevent lion. members fronm
speaking more than once on the general dis-
cussion upon the Estimates.

Hon. P. Collier: If it does not mean that
what does it meian?

The Premnier: tt was franmed for that pu-
pose. The House was in this difficulty once
before, and in order to make this perfectly
clear the Standing Order which has been
mentioned was framed. I hope, Sir, you
will reconsider this matter and will be able
to deal with it in a different way.

Mr. Speaker: If lion, members will carry
their mninds back, they will recollect the
reason why this rule (b) was put into the
Standing Orders, and that it was put in to
enable the Vote of the Mines Department
to be discussed. They will know that the
Mines Department was cut up into three
different Departments, the Mines, the Geo-
logical and the Analytical Departments,
and that to enable these three departments
to be discussed separately, this rule was

brought in. I have not heard the
debate, as lion members know, and
as the case was put to ine. so h-ave
I ruled. Hon. members who were pre-
sent and heard the debate appear to have con-
flicting ideas as to how it was conducted, and
as I "-as not present myself it is imtpossible
for me, who was absent from, the Chamber,
to know, Furthermore, if lion. members
themselves have conflicting ideas on the sub-
ject, how can they expect me to knowr what
"-as done? It is not my intention to give a
ruling against the spirit of the Standing
Orders, but I had to give a ruling as to the
position as it was placed before me iii accord-
ance with the Standing Orders. Tinder those
conditions I felt that my ruling was a sound
otte, but in view of what has been argued
since, I do not feel disposed to uphold that
ruling. Hon. nmembers themuselves are not
quite sure as to what has takent place. AtI
any rate, they, acquiesced by their sileace in
what was done. The debate hans ranged
around the Lands and Surveys Vote since last
night. As has been pointed out, there ought
to be some way out of the difficulty. I have
no desire to endavour to fornce a ruling upon
the House which is not a sound one. I gave
my ruling on the statements that were p~lacedl
before me. From what I have heard from
lion. mnembers, and owing to the conflicting
ideas on the part of those who have heard
the debate, I do not feel disposed to adhere to
my ruling. I should like to hear lion, mem-
bers place their views accurately before mes.
I ant not prepared to stand by my ruling
after what I have heard up to the present.

Her. r. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Whether I am right or wrong, I assert
that I introduced the Estimates of the Lands
Department, a Vote for Lands and Surveys of
£46,181, and nothing else. I spoke to that
vote andl that department only. Several lion.
members following me brought in matters
which appertained to the Agricultural De-
partnment and were called to order for so
doing.

Mr. Holnman: They were not called to order.
Hon,. P. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): The member for Murchison brought in
matters extraneous to the Lands and Surveys
Department, but the debate was a general
discussion on the Lands and Surveys Depart-
nient as a separate department from the Agri-
cultural Department. That, Sir, was the
feeling of the Committee during the discus-
sion. In introducing the debate I applied may
remarks, and said that I did so, to the Lands
and Surveys Department, and nothing else
came under discussion.

Hon. T. Walker: It is a separate depart-
ment.

Hon. P. E. S. Willmnott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : It is a separate department and I in-
troduced these Estimates, as I contend I had
a perfect right to do. I further contend that
when I rise to reply this will close the dis-
cussion on the Lands and Surveys Vote, but
will not affect the Agricultural Department
Vote in the slightest degree.

Mr. Mullany: The whole position, confusing
as it is, appears to have arisen from the
method in which these items are shown on the
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Estimates. If hon. members will look at page
27 of the Estimates of Revenue and Expendi-
tire, they will see that it is headed ''Minister
for Lands and Agriculure'' and the first vote
is for ''Lands and Surveys.'' Lower dowvn
on the same pange they wvill see '' Minister for
Agricutltuzre'' antI the vote for ' Agriculture
generally.'" I contend that this has; led to
confusion. WXhen we look further 'we find that
the Estimates for Lands and Surveys go on in
their sequence up to item 167. Turning over
still further, notwithstanding that it is ap-
parently under the one beading, we find

44Minister for Agriculture'' and a fresh
sequence of itemisedl numbers. I believe that
this vote ' 'Minister for Agriculture'' and
''Agriculture generally'' should have been
put tinder its proper heading, and he dealt
aith ,-he, wec comec to the items under ''Agri-
culture generally.'' I do not see how it is
possible to '-onforin to the rules of the Rouse
whet, the itemis are shown in this way. If we
were now to pass the general discussion on
this vote of the Minister for Lands and Sur-
veys that would bring us to the point of dis-
cussing the items in connection with the
''Lands and Surveys.'' Later on, when we
conme to discuss the Minister for Agriculture's
Department, it will mean turning back no less
than three pages on the Estinmates which is
always, 1 think, against the Standing Or-
ders and the practice of the Committee.

Mr~. Pilkington: This much to mne is clear,
that the debate has' proceeded throughout upon
the assumption that there are two depart.
nients, a Department of Lands and Snrveys
and a Department of Agriculture, and upon
the assuimptioni that the Committee was dis-
cussing the first itenm of the Department of
Lands and Surveys. It was because we were
discussing the first item. of that department
that the Chairman of Committees ruled hen.
members out of order who referred to Agri-
culture, because that is in another department.
If it had not been in another department,
there would have been no ground for his rul*
ing out of order for reference to Agriculture.
'That seems to me the basis upon which we-
have proceeded; and I submit, with respect,
that it is the basis upon which 'we should eon-
tintiu

Mr. Speaker: I ala not pressing my ruling.
Ho,,. T. Walker: it the eirctlmetarces, Sir,

I withdraw my nmotion of dissent. But there
will have to be a ruling. You withdraw your
ruling, I understand, and substitute the other
ruling..

Mr. Speaker: I withdraw my ruling, which
meanis that T am not upholding the Chairman.
Ts it the lelasutre of the House that this mo-
tion be withdrawnl

Members: Aye.
Motion by leave withdrawn.

Committee resumed.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. Ii. T.

Robinson-Canning) [10.201: 1 presuet that
we now resume the discussion on the Lands
Department. The member for Kalgoorlie took
occasion to refer to the soldiers' settlement
at Osborne Park, and to the poultry farms
about to he established there. The farm build-
ings and conveniences there are being erected

by the Department of Industries.
Hearing that there was some criti-
cism, initiated by the member for
Albany, as to the suitability of the land for
the purpose, I asked Mr. Johnson, the secre-
tary to the poultry school for soldiers at
Subiaco, to inspect the land and report to Inc.
I received his reply a day or two ago. It
reads as follows:-

My committee consider this land most
suitable for the objects in view. The landa
is high, nnd well drained, being an ideal
building area. Water is obtainable in large
quantities at a small depth. Lucerne is
growing luxuriantly on poultry farms ad-
joining the land referred to. The land is
rather a heavy sand, with a deep yellow
subsoil, and in some places limestone. The
tinmber growing is jarrab, tuart, banksia,
blackboy, and in sonmc places bracken fern.
I may say that after inspection of the site
by the chairman and other members of the
committee, thc whole of the members submit
the following facts in support: 1, That the
land is of suitable nature, and is situated
in the centre of thriving gardens and set-
tlers. 2, That green stuff and grit-essen-
tial adjuncts to poultry raising-are ob-
tamnable cheaply and without undue labour.
3, That casual employment is available,
and returned soldiers can expect sympathetic
and kindly assistance from their neighbours.
4, That the area is well served with roads
throughout, is within five miles' area of
the City, ad about one mile from tramway
service and three miles from beach with
inacadamised road. My committee would
be pleased for you and other members who
are interested in the welfare of the returned
soldier to pay this settlement a visit.

It w-ill not he the fault of the land if the
scheme is not a success.

This concluded the general debate on the
Lands and Surveys Estimates; votes and items
discussed as follow:-

Vote-Lands and Surveys, £46,131:
Item, Assistant to Under Secretary for

Lands, £ 480.
MrI. BROWVN: I would like to know what

necessity there is for the new officer, at a
salary of £48.

Hon. P. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Mini-
ister) : Last year this officer was under the In-
dustries Assistance Board, Ile has now re-
turned to the Lands Department, which ac-
cordingly pays his salary this year.

Item, Extra clerical asisistance, 22,000.
Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: I had intended to ques-

tion the item raised by the member for
Subiaco. I understand the officer referred to
is on leave in New Zealand.

lHon. F. E. S. Willniott (Honorary Minis-
ter) :He has already returned and is ab-
sorbed.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: With regard to extra
clerical assistance, the truism has been re-
peaited here on divers occasioas that in view
of the falling off in land settlement extra
clerical assistance in the Lands Department
should show a substantial reduction, The
Honorary Minister will agree that there has
been a great dearth of land applicants. It
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appears, however, that the expenses hare not
been reduced correspondingly.

Hors. ;% E. S. WILLMOQTT (Honorary Min-
ister): I quite agree with the member for For-
rest that it looks as if expenditure were being
pied up. But 70 men have gone from the
Lands Department to the war, and in their
places 39 temporary officers are being emn-
ployed. That is the reason for the large
amount for temporary assistance.

Jtem, Records clerks, £1,429.
Ron. WRI C. ANOWIN: This itemn shows an

increase of VL] Surely there is no occasion for
increased expenditure on records. As regards
officers who have enlisted, we were told the very
same story last year. If £1,328 sufficed last
year, that amount should Suffice this year. I
moer

" That the itemn be reduced by £Z10."
flons. P. E. S. 'WJLLMOTT (Hlonorary Mint-

ister) : Of the increase, £67 is due to the statu-
tory increase of £12 per annumn to married offi-
cers receiving less than £204 and single officers
receiving less titan £180. The remainder of the
increase is due to the return of Mr. Arnold
frout the A.?. He has been absorbed by the
department, and has to be provided with £71
to carry him through to the end of the finan-
cial year.

Hon. W. C. ANGW-IN: I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment by leave yithdrawn.
[temi, Correspondence Clerks, £62,603.
lHon. W. C. ANGWIN\': It is agreed that

land[ settlement shows a considerable falling
off. Then why this increase of £273 for corres-
pondence? Apparently there is no reduction so
far as clerical salaries are concerned. We can-
not continually increase the cost of clerical
work when there is no work to do. I move-

"That the item be reduced by £20."
H-on. F- E. S. WJLLMOTT (Honorary ine-

ister) : The increase is due to the transfer of
Mr. Kidd fron the deeds branch, and of Mr.
Lamnphee from the land selection branch, to the
correspondence branch. There is really no in-
crease:. those two transfers account for £E408.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Were those officers required
in the correspondence branch?

Hoin. P. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Mia-
ister) : The item is reduced by the resignation
of ',%r. Upton, Who ha1d a salary of £120, and
of Mr. Simmons. who joined the A.I.F., and
was drawing a salary of £58. That makes the
dlifference of £253. This is simply a case where
officers have been transferred to a different
item.

Eton. W. C. ANOWUN: I ask lea'e to with-
draw my amendment.

Amnindment by leave withdrawn.
Item, Land selection clerks, £3,264.
Hon. W, C. ANOWVIN: The Minister has

,just told us about two officers transferred to
the Correspondence branch, which brought
about an increase of expenditure there. I
move-

''That thie item be reduced by £150.''
Hon. F. E. S. WIf.LMOTT (Honorary Min-

ister): I. admit that on the face of it, the vote
looks alarming because it shows an incerease,
but I have already pointed out that the Esti-
mkates were printed some time ago. Since then
great alterations have been made and the Esti-

mates could not he re-printed. The first two
officers, Mr. Oibb and Mr. Cooper, were re-
tired fromt the service. The latter unfortun-
ately enjoyed his retirement for a few days
only for he dlied recently. in this itemt there
are 11 clerks at £204. That number should be
seven. One officer has gone to the Repatriation
Department, two others have been absorbed by
the Accountant's Branch, and another has gone
to the Roads and Reserves. Altogether, there-
fore, the itein instead of being made up of IS
officers, consists of 12.

Hon. P. Collier: You reduced this vote, but
von excess another.

Amendment put and niegatived.
Item, Inspection and Land Board, Clerks,

etc., £7.54.
Hon. . -. 3JITCHELL: What are the dutties

of the clerk who receives £2161?
Item, Surveyor General, £425.
Hon. W, C. ANOWIN: It is the duty of

the Surveyor General to fix the selling price
of land. District surveyors, when Survey-
ing the land, classify it and price it, includ-
ing these and many other particulars on
their plans. Later the Surveyor General in-
spects those plans and adds the survey fees
to the price of the land. The practice in
the past has been for the Surveyor General
to also state his opinion as to the value of
the land. It has come tinder mny notice that
in many instances the Surveyor General has
disagreed with the valuses placed on the lands
by the district surveyors, In one or two
instances, where a railway is proposed ad-
Joining tho land, the Surveyor General has
increased the price. In a report published
in the "'Daily News'' of a deputation which
waite~l onk the Honorary 'Minister (Hon. F.
E. S. Willuiott) on the 19th of last month.
the MXinister is stated to have Said-

The Surveyor 'assesses the value of a
block at 10s., but in the head office it is
probably raised to 15s. or event XI per
acre. While I am in the office that posi-
tion is not going to obtain. If the prices
are raised in. time head office T Shall want
to know the reason why.

I hare examined a large number of classifi-
cation% and prices, and I have certainly eeea
more blocks reduced then raised in the head
office. I have seen the district Surveyor's
assessment of land in the Lake Grace dis-
trict reduced by Cis. per acre in the head
office. I think a statement like that which
is attributed to the Honorary MNinister, if not
true, should not be allowed to pass without
contradiction. I have never known of a.
block of land valued at 10Os. being raised
to £1 in the head office. In my opinion the
remarks of the Honorary Minister consti-
tuted a reflection on the late Surveyor Gen-
eral, a man highly respected by all who
knew him. I have, been informed that time
repoort of the 'Minister's remarks was incor-
rect. Still it has never been contradicted].
In justice to the head office, statements such
as I complain of should not be made.

Hon. F. E. S. WfLLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Wheit I replied to that deputation
f was speaking generally. As a matter of
fact it had Just then come under my notice
that a district Surveyor had priced a block
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at 48., and that thle price was raised to 19s.
in the head office. In my opinion the dis-
trict surveyor, if hie is fi to hold his posi-
tion, should know better than the officers
in the head office the real value of the land.
If a district surveyor knows nothing of
his work or of the locality of which he is
in charge he is better out of that position,
and should give way to another n who
can price land at its true value instead of
a fictitious one. I agree that in many cases
around Lake Grace the price of thle laud
was reduced in the head office, but myv gen-
eral statemient is also correct.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: You found one block.
Hon. F. E2. S. WILLIMOTT (Honorary

Minister): There was one block immediately
under mny eye at the time the deputation
waited on tine.

Rfoaa. WV. C. Anigwin: And you led uts to
believe that this was thle general practice.

R~on. F. E. S. WTILMOTT (Honorary 'Kin-
ister) : There is a large number of blocks.

Hon. WV. C. Angivin: There in not.
lion. F. E. S, WILLMOTT (.Honorary 'Min-

ister) : It is so, and they have come under my
notice.

Hon. J1. 'MITCHELL: The Honorary 'Mini-
ister should he careful in making ai state-
ient of this sort. There were many blocks
which were reduced in price, but there have
also been others which have been increased
in price. A district surveyor does not al-
ways know what is going to happen in re-
gard to railways, and is not expected to
price lands except upon the knowledge he
has. Naturally, the Surveyor General when
dealing wtih the recommendations of a dis-
trict surveyor must have regard to the later
informiation in his possession. Improve-
mieats have often to be charged for, and
there is also the question of interest. No
two district surveyors are alike- Another
thing to be borne in mind is that the value
really placed onl the land is the policy value
and not the actual value. A district suir-
veyor who haes just been transferred to a
new district cannoot be expected to know
it well until he has been there for sonic
time.

Item, District Land and Survey Offices,
Bridgetowa, Narrogin, Nortbam, and Perth,
:E4,003.

Mr. FOLEY: I agree with the Honorary
Minister that if inspectors and surveyors of
the various laud offices do not know what is
a fair thing to charge for the land they should
be put out in favour of other officers. But
the Government have not put into effect the
motion which was carried in this Chamber
doing Away with various land offices. The
offices at Bridgetown, Narrogin, Northam, and
Perth show an increase in every way. I would
not object if the men in charge of these dis-
tricts were competent to deal finally with
applications. In what position is a man who
applies for land at Northam? No application
is finally approved until it has been dealt with
at the head office. There must be very few
applications for land in the Northern district,
and if ne computed the cost of running that
office and set against this the number of

applications which came before it we would
find that we were not receiving the full bene-
fit for the expenditure. It should be possible
to bring such officers in and place them ina
localities where they can do some work. One
of thle worst actions that has been committed
by the Government lies in the reinstatement
of the land offices at 'Narrogin, Northern, and
other centres, after Parliament had decidedl
that such offices should be done away with.

Mr. Smith: Especially when very little land
is being selected.

Mr. F'OLEY: That is so. If there is a sur-
veyor employed who does no0t know his Work
he should make room for an officer who does,
he should be sacked at a moment's notice.
The M1inister would do well to look into this
question with a view to economy. I would
favour centralising everything connected with
this work, at all events for the present. Neither
Northam nor Narrogin warrants just now the
expense of a separate land office. The officers
at those centres could be transferred to the
head office, where they could reader useful
service. I contend the land officers should
render exactly the same services to applicants
as are rendered by private surveyors to clients.

lion. P. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary
-Minister) : District offices now have their
officers debited to them as. they should be.
Previously they were under different items.
The same amiounts appeared previously, hut
were not shown correctly-were, in fact, hid-
den. My policy, which has the Premier's
approval, is to throw upon the district sur-
veyors the full responsibilities of their dis-
tricts. I consider that these officers should
receive applications, make inspections, price
the land, survey it, and leave nothing for the
head office except thle issue of formal approval.
Then the district surveyors will he earning
their money. But it is not possible for then
to do the whole of the surveying, because they
have also to attend to questions of roads and
reserves. Roads and reserves are being sur-
veyed every day of the week. Albany district
has been amialgamnated with Narrogin. Ocr-
aldton has been abolished as a district, and
the greater portion of it included in Perth,
the remainder being joined to the Northern
district. A new district has been constituted
taking in the pastoral areas.

MNr. Foley: How many applications for land
have been made in the past three months?

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Hlonorary 'Min-
ister): At the moment I do not remember,
but the information was given here during
the last fortnight, in reply to a question.
Apart front such applications, there are a
great many' inquiries, most of which come to
nothing. It is absolutely' to the benefit of
nil concerned that thle work of each dstrict
should as far as possible be so carried out as
to reach finality in thle district office. Sup-
pose wve had no district offics: what would it
cost thle State to send parties from Perth to
Make inspections and survey's. for the num-
berless blocks scattered all over the South-
W~est? The present exasperating delays are
bad enough, but if everything is going to be
centralisMd in Perth the delays will be a
thousand times worse; indeed, applicants
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would become so disheartened that they would
simply clear out of the country.

Mr. Smith: How many people have applied
for land in the Bridgetown district during the
past six months?

Hon. P. E, S. WILLMTOTT (Honorary MIin-
ister): The necessity for the Bridgetown
land office is proved by the fact that the La-
bour Government, who were out to econoinise
in this respect, did not close that office.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: These offices transact
a great dleal of work, and if we are to pre-
lpare for the future they should remain active.
We cannot conduct business tnder any scheme
of centralisation. These districts cover a
great area, anid the duty of the district
should be to see where all the land is and
have it surveyed and prepared for settle-
ment. Under cent ralisationt this work cannot
be done.
*Vote put and passed.

[The Speaker resumied the Chair.]

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.13 p.m.

Ilegislative CLouncil,
Thursday, 7th March, 191A.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4t30
p.ii., and read prayers.

HARVEY IRRIGATION SCHEME, TO
InQUIRE BY ROYAL COMMLNISSION.

Personal Explanation.

Hon. A. SANDERSON ("Metropolitan-
Suburban): My name appears on the -Notice
Paper as one of the suggested Commissioners
for this proposed Harvey Royal Commission.
I thanked the lion. member for having sug-
gested mny namne at the time, or if I dlid not
I will do so now; but I positively refused to
go on the Commission, because I was quite
satisfied that liy opinion on time Harvey would
4
je of very little value either to myself or to
anyone else, and would carry very little weight.
Having given the matter full consideration, T
beg to request that my name should be re-
moved from the list.

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps the lion. Mnem-
her will have it removed when we caine to the
Order of the Day.

BILL-CURATOR OF INTESTATE
ESTATES.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-HEALTH ACT A'MENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previouls lay. Hon. W_
Kingsntill in the Chair; the Colonial Secre-
tary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 47-Ameondment of Section 2425:
The CHIAfIRMAN: To this clause an amiend-

nient has been moved by Mr. Dafrell to add at
the end( of the clause the followig:-

(iii) By the deletion of the proviso in
Subsection (1), and by inserting at the end
the following new sections, to stand as
242jj and 242jjj :-24255. (1) In the case
of females the Commissioner shall, hefore
taking any action under Section 242J, sub-
inut to an advisory committee, constituted
as hereinafter mentioned, the evidence onl
which he proposes to take such action,) and
the said committee shall decide on the ac-
tion, if any, to be taken by him. (2) The
advisory committee shall be appointed by
the Governor, and shall consist of four
members. The Commissioner shall be chair-
Mant of the comnnittee, but shall not be en-
titled to vote onl any matter submitted to
the committee. The remaining three shall
consist of two females (one of whom. shall
be a duly qualified medical practitioner)
and one mnale. The committee shall mneet
from time to time, when sum mooed by thme
Commissioner, and may mnake rules and re-
gulations for the proper conduct of its busi-
ness. All proceedings of the advisory com-
mittee shall be held in camera. 242555. It
shall be lawful for a court established under
the State Children Act, 1907, at any time
either before or after commiittal of any
child] to order an examination to be mnade
of such child by a duly qualified medical
practitioiier, either male or femiale, if thuer
is reasonL to suspect that such child is suffer-
ing fromt venereal disease. In the event of
the medical practitioner reporting that any
c-hild is so suffering, the court shall forth-
with notify the Commissioner in writing,
who may thereupon deal with such child as
provided in subsections two to eight, in.
elusive, of Section 2425.

The question before the Commuittee is that the
words proposed to be added be so added.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move anl
amendment on the amendment, as follows: -

That after ''action'' in line 5 of 242j5
(1) the words '"hut without revealing the
nane of the person against whom such ac-
tion is contemplated" be inserted.

I entirely approve of the suggestions of the
select conmmitee, and I may say that the mem-
bers of that conmnmittee have assured me that
they are quite in accord with my amnindment.
The only possible objection that could be
raised against the proposal of the select com-
mnittee to establish this advisory committee is
that it might lead to more people than neces-
sary being made acquanted with the name of
the person against whom action is content-
plated]. There is no reason whatever why the


